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A year or two ago a friend of mine shared how the promise of Romans 8:28 got him through a
terrible accident:
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Monroe Kids Fund

Welcome the dog days of summer. Kids are bored…
Mom’s are ready for their kids to return to school. The
perfect time to think about the Monroe Kids fund.
This is our first year without “The Scoop” to support
our fundraising. We need to come up with other ways
to keep supporting our school district and needy
families.
Thank you to the Open Door Committee, they
planned and hosted our July 4th event. It was expanded to include food and games. It was a good time and
the dunk tank, bouncy house and kids games produced
fun for everyone.
Through the month of August, the
Missions Committee is treating everyone
to Sundaes on Sundays. Each week between the services they will be scooping
ice cream, with your favorite toppings,
for a free-will offering!
Free will offering means that you are
challenged to decide what you are willing to give for
your treat. Keep in mind that at the fair prices were
set. Admission had to be paid to get into the fair
(around $10.00). Here at the church admission is free!
At the Scoop we told you the price; Single scoop in a
cone or bowl was $1.50 and the waffle cone was
$2.50.If you wanted two scoops we added an extra
$1.00 to the above costs. If you came to the fair for
only ice cream it cost you around $12.00 for that
sweet fix.
This year making a free will offering should be
cheaper? Let's take last year and divide in half, and
round down for ease of math, $5.00/sundae. If we
want to raise $500 we need 100 people to enjoy a
sundae and give $5.00. Or If $2.00 works better to get
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the same $500 we need 250 sundaes purchased. However, if you want to give more then $5.00 and skip the
ice cream please make a note on your giving envelope,
the amount and call it Monroe Kids Fund.
Last year MUMC gave over $1,300 to the six local
schools. We provide $200 gift cards to the nurses at
the schools and they use them for many needs. Last
year we know that clothing was purchased many
times, including shoes and winter boots. One case the
cards were used for a complete eye exam and glasses.
We always tell the nurses and guidance counselors
that if they need more funds to “call us.”
Last year that happened at the end of the
year a school needed more, we had it to
give.
A recent thank you card from Abe
School: Dear MUMC
Thank you for your generous support of
students in need at Abe this year. We
truly appreciate your thoughtfulness and
assistance. Through the year your funds
supported the purchase of gym shoes, winter
gear, Halloween costumes, spring clothing and
toiletry items for students in grades 4K-5th. We
were incredibly touched when we contacted you
for additional funds this spring and you were
able to assist us and a student in great need.
Thank you again,
~Jenna Trame and Abe staff
We as a congregation are richly blessed to help in
these times of need.
As always if you would like to help scoop some ice
cream we still need 3 people each week to help between the 3 services. Sign up sheets are at the
welcome center.

“In the car, I found myself actually believing this verse. I parked outside the hospital and ran in. The docs had
[his son] in the emergency room. Soon they came out and told us he was going to be okay. He had ingested a
non-life-threatening dosage of the Ambien that I kept in my home office and used when I was traveling internationally. We headed back to the hospital early the next morning with lots of questions in our minds, but with
huge gratitude in our hearts. [His son] was alive. [His wife] said something as we walked into the hospital that
I’ll never forget: “Two things you have to know. First, God has a plan for this. In some crazy way, this is no
surprise to Him, and everything is going to be okay. Second, for what it’s worth, I don’t blame you for any of
this.” Is there anything else you’d rather hear from your spouse in a situation like this?”
So here’s the question: How in the world did we get to the point of trusting God so radically? Where did that
sense of peace come from?
It might be a stretch to use the word joyful, but we were experiencing something in our hearts that was completely incongruent with the horrible circumstances. It was “the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding” (Philippians 4:7).
There are still times when I am frustrated with life. I worry. I lose my patience. But underneath it all, I have
this pleasant undercurrent of joy.
Once someone said, “there are at least two parts to joy – Our Doing and Being.” “Our Doing has to do with
how we manage the practical parts of our lives.” As I like to say, how we steward our Time, Talent, Treasure,
Temple (bodies) and Tribe (friends, family, co-workers, etc.) The Bible is full of practical ways to live that
lead to better circumstances in our lives… to the extent we can control our circumstances. There are right
ways and wrong ways to manage these 5 T’s. Even if someone
removed all the spiritual truth from the Bible, it would remain the world’s best playbook for how to live well.
Or at least how to avoid all of the self-inflicted pain so many suffer from.
“The Doing dimension of joy is more about our paradigm than practicalities.” Having the truth of who God is
— and who we are because of Christ — deeply embedded in our minds and hearts positions us for joy and
peace regardless of our circumstances.
As I have tried to follow God’s instructions (doing) and tried to get to know how God sees me (being) over the
years, my level of joy has steadily increased. His Spirit has worked through the Word and through my personal
connection with him to change me. I’m not perfect, but I can see the path.
Grown in the grace of God, Soli Deo Gloria!

Congregation Vision Survey

2019 Summer Projects

In April, the Ad Council, along with Trustees and other members, meet to discuss our vision for the future of
the Monroe United Methodist Church. Some of these items needed to be implemented immediately - the
parking lot and AC units. Other items are being looked at for the next several years. We want to get the input
of everyone to see what the church as a whole envisions for our future. In the next month, we will be putting
out a survey. It will be in the weekly church bulletins, next month's Good News, and we hope to offer an
online version as well. Please take the time to complete the survey so we can work together to plan for our
future.

The committee given the task for financial backing of the 2019 Summer projects wishes to thank all of you
who have responded since may 26. As the Family of God called Monroe UMC we have created Noah’s Ark
Preschool as a mission outreach of our church; thus a functioning heating/cooling system in our educational
unit rooms is our responsibility. The Noah’s Ark board graciously offered to contribute 20% of the projects
cost over a 3-year period. On July 8, they presented our finance committee with a check for the first payment.
Thank you Noah’s Ark Board! We would invite each of you as members to prayerfully consider your role in
this endeavor of our Monroe UMC family so we can pay these bills without borrowing money.
(continued page 8)
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Christian Education

Volunteer Spotlight

Jeff Ritter reflects on his first year...

Vacation Bible School

This month we honor the dedicated people who volunteer for Vacation Bible School. It takes many, many
people to help make this yearly event a success. Volunteers
help with: nursery monitors, teachers of classes for all ages,
games, crafts, registration, story tellers, running the sound
board, kitchen and the donation of food.
To honor and thank these dedicated volunteers for all they
do, we will be serving cake between services on August 25.

Vacation Bible School

August 4 to 8 from 5:00 to 8:30 p.m.
Dinner served each night starting at 5:00 pm
The program starts at 6:00 p.m. with singing in the sanctuary.
The theme this year is Holy Week, we will be singing music
from Jesus Christ Superstar, traditional hymns and the
favorite VBS songs from the Past.
After opening singing we will break into groups according to ages:
Nursery/Preschool
Kindergarten
Lower Elementary
Upper Elementary
Adult
Each age group will learn a Bible story, make crafts and play games, all based on the events of Holy Week.
The evening will end with songs in the sanctuary, parents are encouraged to join us at 8:00 p.m. each night to
see and hear what your kids are learning. Kids can be picked up at 8:30 p.m.
T-shirts are the best memory of VBS, if you sign up before August 3, you will receive your t-shirt free!
Registration will also take place each night at the door, you can still get a t-shirt by bringing your own and we
will professionally imprint with the theme.
If you want to register early feel free to call the office (608) 325-6700 or Jeff Ritter at 608-325-8572.

Top Ten Reasons NOT to Go to Church 3. The Lawn Needs Mowing- What? Your teenager
isn’t mowing your lawn just to pitch in around the
This Summer
Yes, it’s that time of year. The weather warms up
and all across America churches empty out. It’s
different in places like Martha’s Vineyard or Key
West where congregations swell with the summer
population. But for the rest of us attendance drops
dramatically.
1. It’s Too Hot- True. But I believe Jesus said to the
disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane, “Won’t you
sweat with me one hour?” Or something to that effect.
Plus bulletins make terrific personal fans. If you’re
lucky your spouse/child/pew mate will make you feel
like Pharaoh by fanning you throughout the service.
2. I Have a Boat- Of course you do. Boats are great –
Jesus spent a lot of time on boats since his disciples
were mostly fishermen. He preached from them,
calmed storms in them, and walked on water towards
them. Come to church this summer before launching
your boat.

house and demonstrate his/her love for you? Mowing
your lawn early on a Sunday morning is a sure way to
annoy the neighbors. Don’t risk it; come to church
and save the lawn for later.
4. The Kids Have a Game- Summer travel teams are
both fun and demanding. When games take place on
Sunday mornings tell the kids about Sandy Koufax.
The Dodger great refused
to pitch Game 1 of the
1965 World Series
because it was Yom
Kippur. He stood up for
his faith and his team still
won the championship.
They won’t like it but it
will make a lasting
impression.
(continued page 6)
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As I reflect on my first year as Christian Education
Director at Monroe United Methodist Church, I am
feeling a rush of all kinds of emotions. I am truly
excited to be your director. My love and compassion
for the program, teachers, and students grow with each
passing day. Our true gems are the little ones growing
up in the church asking all sorts of questions, and
sharing their personal stories. How can a person not
smile and even chuckle a bit, like they say, out of the
mouths of babes!!!
From day one my vision has been centered on how
do we get our kids excited about the church and all
that it has to offer? As well as how do we instill in
each of them that they are special, that God is alive
and well in everyone and everything we encounter every day. I
have listened, asked questions,
challenged and supported the best
way I know. All of our kids, and
teachers, as well as the curriculum
we used throughout the past year,
and by unconditionally
loving each one I came in contact
with. All while keeping my door,
phone and internet open to all
questions, concerns, and
suggestions.
We made two huge transitions as
the year unfolded, from the Deep
Blue curriculum to the Spark
curriculum, and as of September we will be again
switching to a new curriculum called “Bible Basics”.
This is a brand-new curriculum designed to help us
build with our students a strong foundation of faith. It
is designed by Pastors, written by Pastors and
distributed by Cokesbury, which is the approved
United Methodist Publisher for curriculum and
Church supplies. Our order should be arriving within
the next week, and I can’t help but be excited about it.
I am prayerful in that you will see the fruits of our
labor once the program gets off the ground.
Another BIG change in Christian Education is one
of preparedness and participation. This means that our
6th, 7th and 8th-grade classes will become more focused
on “Hands-on” experience. Watch as it unfolds in the
coming months. This stage of our Christian Education
will allow our student's opportunities to practice what
they have learned throughout the years.
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It is a huge commitment on the part of families as
well as our Adult Worship experience. Parents of the
6th, 7th and 8th graders will be receiving a letter from
me inviting students and parents to a luncheon so we
can get the program off the ground with full support.
When our teachers and students return to the classroom this fall, some changes will be noticeable right
off the bat. I’d like to address a couple of those
changes now, so you can look for them when you drop
off your kids. Outside of each of the classrooms we
use, there is a bulletin board, which has been
requested by our teachers. This is a special place to be
used on a regular basis to show off what we are learning in each of the classrooms. Please take note and
share with us, what you think!
Inside the classrooms, you will
find a television and blue ray
player to be used by each teacher
as their lesson unfolds. (No more
tracking down a heavy television
on a cart, pulling it down the hall,
hooking it up all for a ten to
fifteen-minute presentation and
then having to do it all again in
reverse at the end of class).
Videos are a part of every
Christian Education program and,
in the near future, some of the
lessons will be broadcast by way
of Wi-Fi. So, bring it on, here at Monroe United
Methodist Church we will be ready!
Do you like a good cookout??? The Sunday school
has purchased a 36” griddle/grill for providing another
opportunity to fundraise for the church. As a Sunday
School, we will be having a fall festival picnic using
our new grill while raising money to help the church
pay for and realize the blessings God has given us in
this Worship space. Watch for details forthcoming
soon! All of our kids in Sunday School will be invited
to help, together the skies the limit.
So as you can see, there was, is and will be a lot
going on in our Christian Education Program and
classroom, and I want to thank all of you for your
support, compassion, and service, without you all we
could not do the things we do. Our church has a bright
future and we want our kids to be ready!
~Jeff

Member News

Youth

New members and Thank you….

We welcome new members Tyler, Shannon, and Hutcher Schwartz. They joined MUMC on June 9, they are
transferring from another church. Hutcher will be in our confirmation classes this fall.
The Walter Ringhand family writes to thank MUMC for its assistance in the preparation of
Walter’s service. “it all worked out well especially the music.”
The family of Al Tschudy writes thank you MUMC for allowing us to have our dad’s funeral and luncheon
at your church. We appreciate the efforts of the organist, kitchen and Pastor Booth. We thank you for being so
welcoming and kind.
Green County Family Promise writes to thank MUMC for the donation and support, it is greatly
appreciated.
Brett Lyme writes thank you for once again choosing me as a recipient of the Frautschy Scholarship. I
promise to continue to work hard and put the scholarship to good use. Thank you so much.
Mitch Keith writes to the Frautschy Scholarship committee, thank you for your incredible generosity this
year as I continue my education. On August 11, I will be returning to Madison for the fourth and final year of
my undergraduate degree. This will be my fourth semester as a house fellow and I will continue my volunteering on the pediatric hematology, oncology and bone marrow transplant floor at the American Family
Children's Hospital. After graduation in May of 2020, I plan to work in a clinical setting for a year before
returning to school to be a doctor. Again, thank you so very much, your support and generosity over the years
means so much.
LaVon Flynn emailed to thank MUMC for use of Fellowship Hall. Betty Cowell's 90th birthday went well
and Betty was pleased. The facility worked out beautifully, we had several guests who came with walkers and
one in a wheelchair, having everything accessible without steps was great!

Community
Community Support Groups & Events
This Month

Better Breathers Club Monday, August 5 from
6:00 to 7:00 p.m. This educational support group provides an opportunity for lung disease patients and
their families to better cope with the condition.
High Tide Recovery is a support group to help
overcome addictions and crippling emotional or
spiritual problems. Using both 12-step and Celebrate
Recovery models, Jesus Christ is the way to healing.
Tuesday nights 7:00 – 8:30 at 18&8th, 1802 8th Street,
Monroe. Call Dale (608) 921-9360 or Paul (719) 2014865 for more information. Facebook.com/18and8th.
Open meetings
A Breast Cancer Survivor Support Group meets
Wednesday, August 7, at Monroe Clinic from 6:00 –
7:00 p.m. Contact Kris to learn more kriswis@tds.net.
The Memory Café meets at Behring Senior Center
on Wednesday, August 14 from 1:30 – 3:00. Those
with memory or mobility limitations are encouraged
to come and are welcome to bring a family member
with you.
The Caregiver Support group sponsored by ADRC
has daytime and evening meetings. The night session
is 6:00 – 7:30 on Thursday, August 8 at the Monroe
Public Library. The day session is 10:30 – 12:00 on

Thursday August 22 in the new Human Services
building at Pleasant View. Call 328-9499 to learn
more.
Domestic Violence support group Wednesday
August 7 and 21 from 4:30 to 5:30 pm. Green Haven
family advocates 1811 11th St, Monroe. Free childcare is available, call 608-325-6489 with 24 hour notice requested.
Loaves and Fishes has its free meal on Sunday,
August 25. The meal is at Grace Lutheran Church off
the square from 4:00 – 6:00. Monroe UMC will sponsor the meal in August. You can also volunteer for
nearly any meal.
Friends of Pleasant View Foundation breakfast
fundraiser at The Moose Lodge. Sunday, August 4
from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Albany United Methodist Church hosting their ice
cream social, Wednesday, August 7 from 4:30 to 7:00
p.m.
Oakley United Methodist Church will host their
ice cream social Thursday, August 15 from 4:00 to
7:00 p.m.
Twist and Shout Health Fair Thursday August 22,
at Aster Assisted living, 616 8th Ave Monroe .
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Youth Group Meets Sunday and Wednesdays

Summers are busy for everyone, but if you can find time in your schedule, join us whenever you can.
YG (Youth Group) meets Sundays and Wednesdays 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
During the week of August 4 through 8, we will meet from 5:00 to 8:15 p.m. every evening for Vacation Bible School. Join us to take advantage of this incredible opportunity to learn, assist, fellowship, and worship
with young and old alike.
See you there!

July 12, 2019
Dear Jane and MUMC Youth Group,
Thank you very much for the ‘Life and Times of Me’ photo book you gave as Karen
and I ended our ministry in Monroe.
~AHEM~ I didn’t realize how much Monroe cheese had altered my memory. For,
you see, I remember some events in the book differently.
I remember collecting soup, not being the flavor.
I remember cookies at confirmation, but not those cookies.
I remember Halloween, but not flying as a tooth fairy.
I remember bike riding with Pastor Dan and Pastor Rick,
just not PeeWee Herman as much.
I certainly remember wearing a banana suit.
I was surprised you had only one picture of flat Randy in the whole book.
It jogged my memory and I loved it.
Thank you.
Randy

Top Ten Reasons NOT to Go to Church This Summer

(continued from page 3)
5. There’s Church in the Summer? Yup. Every Sunday morning just like the rest of the year.
6. I’m Away for the Weekend- That’s great – I hope you have a relaxing time. And I bet there is even a small
United Methodist Church nearby. Look for one of those cross and flame signs or use Google and your GPS to
guide you into a pew on Sunday morning.
7. There’s No Sunday School- You can’t teach kids to eat out in a restaurant if you never take them to one.
The same holds true for appropriate church behavior.
8. I Gave up Summer Church for Lent- I don’t believe that’s an “approved” Lenten discipline. But if you’re
simply not in the habit of going to church in the summer, this is the year to break it! Amaze and inspire your
friends as you receive the spiritual refreshment that comes with regular church attendance.
9. I’d Rather be Outside- Well, we’ll be sure to keep the windows open so you can see the beauty of the earth
from your pew. The good news is you won’t need to put on sunscreen before church. And don’t forget Bring
Your Tractor to Church Day will be outside!
10. I Have a 11:00 am Tee Time-Perfect. Come to the 9 o’clock service. The 60 minutes you spend in church
might even help your game. The 9 o’clock is actually a great option during the summer for people who want
to get a jump on the day, take a hike, go boating or whatever.
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Friends in Faith Ministry

Short Takes…
August 2019

Friends In Faith Ministries encourages the elders of our church to get involved with Vacation
Bible School August 4 – 8. We meet every evening at 5:00 p.m. for supper in Fellowship Hall,
gather for worship in the sanctuary at 6:00 p.m., and attend class before regrouping to finish
out each evening by 8:30 p.m. You won’t want to miss this amazing multi-generational
opportunity for fellowship and worship!

98th Birthday
Birthday
rd
93 Birthday
Birthday
88th Birthday
63rd Birthday
87th Birthday
92nd Birthday
92nd Birthday

August 1
August 1
August 3
August 10
August 18
August 21
August 26
August 28
August 28

Pleasant View, PO Box 768
1140 – 2nd Street North,
2003 - 4th Street, #208,
1140 – 2nd Street North,
1615 – 22 ½ Avenue,
305 – 4th Street, Apt 4,
Pleasant View, PO Box 768,
2703 – 11th Avenue,
N3138 – Balls Mill Road,

Sundaes on Sunday every week in august between
services to support the Monroe kids Fund.
Monroe City Band 70th Anniversary concert
2:00 p.m. Sunday, August 11
Committee Meetings:
Monday August 12
Trustees
Both committees together
Finance
Monday August 19
Open Door

Happy Birthday!
16th Birthday
15th Birthday
16th Birthday
15th Birthday
11th Birthday
13th Birthday
17th Birthday

316 – 3rd Street, Apt 2
2427 – 9th Street
W4664 – Woodridge Drive
128 – 25th Avenue
2412—2nd Street
1307 – 22nd Street
1307 – 22nd Street

6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Second Harvest MUMC will need volunteers to
help with food distribution on August 15 at St.
Vincent’s in Monroe. Sign up sheet on welcome
center.

Celebrate the lives of these incredible young people who have birthdays in August:
August 1
August 3
August 6
August 11
August 11
August 16
August 19

Prayer Group Wednesdays 5:30 to 6:00 in the chapel.
Our goal each week is to pray the entire list of names on
the blue prayer sheet.

Spanish Bible Study Saturdays at 2:00 p.m.

Monroe
Monroe
Monroe
Monroe
Monroe
Monroe
Monroe
Monroe
Monroe

Won’t you send cards or better yet - give a visit!

Cheyenne Hodgson
Haley Jinkerson
Nicholas Newcomer
Sally Grenzow
Iris Kim
Ellie Navarro
Scott Navarro

(continued from page
1)

VBS week August 4-8 theme “Holy Week”

Please honor the lives of these “Saints in our midst” as they celebrate birthdays in August:
Betty Schulz
Sharon Schmid
Betty Wichelt
John Schmid
Ulonda Dietmeier
Pat Croake
Viola Schwend
Howard Schiller
Maryellen Sullivan

Health, Holiness & H2O –
Tuesdays & Thursdays at 7:30 a.m. Water aerobics is
followed by a fellowship in the hot tub. For more information call Lillian Falk 608-325-1370. New members
are always welcome.

2019 Summer
Projects

September Good News deadline, August 18, fold
date August 22.

Monroe
Monroe
Monroe
Monroe
Monroe
Monroe
Monroe

Peace and Friendship at Aster August 20 at
9:30 a.m.
Volunteer Appreciation August 25
Loaves and Fishes MUMC is prepping and serving
this month, sign up sheets for volunteering and
donating food at welcome center. Meal will be held
on August 25 from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. at Grace
Lutheran church 1025 15th Ave, Monroe.
Pastor Don will Preach at Monroe Health Service/
Astor August 27, if you know someone there please
join them for this service.
Noah’s Ark fundraiser with Papa Murphy’s August
29
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Looking Ahead…
September 2019

Labor Day Monday, September 2, office closed.
Sunday School Kickoff, blessing of the backpacks,
Combined services at 10:00 a.m. on September 8.
Packer Party hosted by Open Door committee.
Sunday September 15, Packers Vs Vikings. Open
Door serving hot dogs, and sloppy joe’s, $5/ person
$25/family. Sign up sheet for sides at
welcome center starting August 1.

Good News!
2227 4th Street, Monroe, WI 53566
(608) 325-6700
monroeumc@tds.net
www.monroeumc.com
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Don Kim 325-8561 mumcpastordonkim@tds.net
Education Director: Jeff Ritter 325-8572 Revritter.umc@yahoo.com
Elder Ministry Director: Jane Gaulrapp - 325-8563 mumcfriends@tds.net
Financial Secretary: Lorie Kline - 325-8564 mumcfinance@tds.net
Choir Director:
Office Manager: Debb Bennett - monroeumc@tds.net
Treasurer: Anita Best - 325-8564 mumctreasurer@tds.net
Youth Director: Jane Gaulrapp - 325- 8563 mumchsyouth@tds.net
Custodians: Fred &Anne Bauman
Ad Council: Jen Carter
Finance: John Daane
Missions:
Noah’s Ark Preschool: Ruby Clark
Open Door Ministry: Kathy Seffrood
Prayer:
SPRC: Eric Katzenberger
Family Promise: Linda Nack
Trustees: Wayne Schwartz/ Triscia Nickel
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Office Hours
8:30 am - 4:00pm

The next Good News
Deadline Aug 18

Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth,
and the Life.” John 14:6
Our church exists so that all people might find the Way, know the Truth, and experience the Life!”
Through discipleship, ministry, fellowship and worship we strive to bring the joy of knowing Christ to our members and community.
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