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May 2019 

Monroe United Methodist Church 
2227 4th Street, Monroe, WI 53566   •  (608) 325-6700 ·  www.monroeumc.com  ·  monroeumc@tds.net 

Pot Luck send off! 
As most of us know Randy and Karen are pursuing a new chapter in their lives. June 16 will be Randy’s last 
Sunday message. All three services will be in session, and we expect great praise, music, mixed with joy and  
sadness, as we reflect on many years of great service to MUMC. To celebrate our time with Randy and  
Karen, we will be hosting a going away potluck in Fellowship Hall on June 16, after the 3rd service. Please 
bring a hot and cold dish of your favorite food to share, drinks and table service will be provided. If you can 
not bring a dish to pass, you are still welcome to attend. We will have plenty of food and hope to pack the  
Fellowship Hall.   

Annual Conference Ingathering  
Mission Gift 

     Let’s buy some flood buckets! 
     With flooding in the news 
(around the nation) and in our 
memories (Wisconsin), let’s  
focus on flood buckets to help  
our neighbors who are in crisis. 
     We are taking a cash offering 
for flood buckets until  June 11. 
The goal is $1,000. 
     Three factors helped the  
missions committee decide for  
the cash donation: Pastor Randy 
has usually taken the donations, 
Annual Conference meets in 
Green Bay this year, and the  
Midwest Mission Distribution  

 

 
Center has told us they can buy the items for the kits 
in bulk, so cash donations can go father.  
     Each kit costs about $70, so our goal is 14 kits. 
That’s $1,000.  
   Disaster Relief Kits are sent to people without  
access to essential supplies after a disaster like a flood 
or tornado. In 2018 the Midwest Distribution Center 
distributed more than 5,040 flood buckets in  
Wisconsin. They went to residents in Baraboo,  
Viroqua, Gays Mills, and Sauk City. When floods hit 
Wisconsin, Midwest Mission responded within 
24 hours.  
     You can make a contribution anytime during the 
year by giving to the church or sending your  
donations directly to Midwest Distribution Center 
1001 Mission Dr, Pawnee, IL 62558.  Look them up at 
www.midwestmission.org.  
 

Improvements to the Building 
     You’ll see two major projects at the church this summer.  
     The first is new air conditioning for the classrooms. The old units date back to 1981 and are no longer 
made, so replacement parts are hard to find and expensive.  Now there will be air conditioning in zones – all 
rooms will have air conditioning and we will be able control a few rooms at a time. Noah’s Ark has agreed to 
help with the expense by paying 20% of the project cost over a three year period.  
     The parking lot outside Door C will be replaced.  It will be ground up and resurfaced.  
     Unfortunately these projects are necessary right now.  The air conditioning is scheduled to be completed by 
mid-June and the parking lot project by early September.  We humbly ask at this time for your generous  
financial support in addition to your regular pledge to meet the financial needs of the church. 
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Pastors Page 
     You have been a great flock to shepherd for the past eleven years. I thank you for your generosity in re-
sponding to my sermons, music, and banners. You’ve supported me by your encouraging words and hard work.  
     When we left Delaware, the folks there teased us that we were going to be missionaries to Wisconsin. They 
teased us about the snowy winters and short summers. They found some odd cheese apparel. Little did they 
know about the warmth of the people of Monroe. Thank you.  
     The parsonage is large and well maintained. 
     The church is a beautiful place to draw near to God. The doors are open to the community in so many ways. 
The money is handled in a transparent and direct way. I’ve learned so much about the finances of a healthy 
church. Thank you.  
     I have disappointed many of you, I’m sure. Yet you are gracious. In my mistakes and grandiose plans, you 
have moved forward anyway. 
     So now I get to focus on one of my favorite parts of ministry: visiting the sick. Still, I’ve had much training 
here to prepare me for this final part of my ministry.  
     Now Karen and I will be part of the flock of another shepherd. We want to be anonymous for the first year – 
no teaching or music… just sit next to each other on a Sunday morning. We’ve sat next to each other during 
worship only a few dozen times in 31 years of marriage.  
     My heart is brimming with thanksgiving for our ministry 
 together. One-by-one and in big groups we have been 
 transformed by the Gospel.  
     So I thank you.  

Taco Dip Finally Revealed 
     Pastor Randy has brought the same 
food to every potluck supper for elev-
en years. His thinking was that if peo-
ple stopped eating it, he would find 
another recipe.  
     It has five ingredients in four layers.  
     In a clean 13 x 9 pan, put in a layer of fat free  
refried beans.  
 

The second layer is a blend of 16oz sour 
cream and one packet of taco seasoning. 
The third layer is at least 16oz of salsa.  
 
Go for the good kind, he says. Then top it 
with shredded cheddar. It can be served 

hot or cold. You can add diced cooked chicken as 
well. Serve with salty corn chips.           
         

June Worship Schedule  
     Pastor Randy finishes his work among us with the first three Sundays in June. We will have  
communion on the first Sunday (June 2) at the first service. Then we’ll have communion twice on June 9 – at 
the 9:30 service and then with confirmation at 10:45.  
     Rev. Kenrad Pederson will preach on June 23. As a retired United Methodist pastor, he has experienced 
and seen many pastoral changes.  
     Rick Gleason will preach on June 30.  

Sundaes on Sundays   
     Because the church is no longer sponsoring the 
Scoop at the fair, but we still want to fund the Monroe 
Kids’ Fund, the mission committee will be serving 
Sundaes on Sundays in July and August between  
worship services. Please give generously. 
     
  

For the past six years, the church 
has given gift cards to local school 
nurses for $300 for each school 
with the profits of the ice cream at 
the fair. Let’s continue that  
generous tradition this year! 
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Volunteer Spotlight  

Thank you... 
   THANK YOU to the singers, ringers, and instrumentalists that have been  
a blessing to me. Every week, I looked forward to rehearsing with you and 
worshipping with you every other week.  While we worked on figuring out 
the notes, counts, and funny bell techniques, we also found ourselves caring about each other and shared our 
joys and sorrows. Thank you for your kind words, gifts, cards, and flowers.  The clock and bass chimes will 
be beautiful reminders of our ministry together.  
   THANK YOU to Nanci for her tasty treats and faithful accompanying. 
   THANK YOU to John for sharing the organ (and piano) bench. 
   THANK YOU to the congregation for welcoming me eight years ago and being so supportive and  
encouraging. 
   I write this with a heavy heart, because I will miss what we have shared.  May the Holy Spirit strengthen 
you as you prepare for your new pastor, may God's Word guide your path, and may we rejoice in Christ's 
redemptive promise.  ~Julie    

Musicians (Chancel Choir, Bells, Divine Intervention), Lay Leaders, 
Lay Speakers, Hispanic Ministry Liaison 
   This month we honor the dedicated people in our music programs, our Lay Leaders, Lay Speakers and our 
Hispanic Ministry Liaison.  All our talented musicians do so much to enhance our worship services.  Our Lay 
leaders, speakers and Hispanic liaison help our pastor.  
   To honor and thank these dedicated volunteers for all they do, we will be 
serving cake between services on June 23, 2019. 

Membership News 
     Silas Setterstrom wrote to thank the church for  
continuing to support his education through the 
Frautschy Scholarship. Next year he’ll be a junior at 
UW-Madison. This financial support is “a very kind 
and helpful gesture toward [his] endeavors.” 
 
   John Daane writes to staff, Choir, and other  
members of Monroe UMC: Thank you for your kind 
words and condolences after my sister died so  
suddenly at the end of April. I rejoice we had just  
celebrated the joy of Easter two weeks earlier-Christ 
has risen and we too shall live! It is good to share life 
with my adopted extended family of faith here in 
Monroe.  Love in Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
   Honor grads on Sunday, June 16.  At all services 
MHS: Barrett Briggs, Spencer Brunton, Keon Butler, 
Megan Wunschel, Victoria Wilenson. 
Matt Carter is graduation from the Carter Academy of 
Excellence (he was homeschooled)  
College graduates include Paige Prien 
   Let the office know of others so 
we can honor them. High School 
graduates are given a bible.  
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Christian Education  
Children’s Sunday School promotes 
and sponsors compassion children. 

   As we finish the 2018-2019 Sunday School year, 
we take time to celebrate those students who have 
fewer then three absent days from our Sunday school 
program. It is because they were committed to study 
and grow in their faith that our program was a  
success. Those we celebrated on May 19th included: 
 
Pre-Kindergarten:        Kindergarten & First 
Vera Navarro         Owen Chenous 
                  Westin Klemm 
                     
Second & Third            Fourth & Fifth 
Elena Chenous        Ryan Carter 
Hazel Ermey             Cash McCabe 
Kevin Navarro        Teygan McCabe 
 
Sixth, Seventh & Eighth    Senior High 
Ashton Klemm          Jack Carter 
Owen Klemm           Matt Carter 
Kate Kundert           Haley Jinkerson 
Ellie Navarro           Scott Navarro 
Katrina Sathoff            Lucas Sathoff  
                   Stewart Sathoff 
   We also need to celebrate the dedication of our 
Christian Education Instructors and discussion leaders 
that gave generously of their time and talents this past 
year. We are blessed to have so many faith centered 
volunteers which are great sources of knowledge and 
encouragement for personal growth to all who have 
attended classes with them. The following is a list of 
our committed Christian Educators: 
 
Pre-Kindergarten:      Kindergarten & First 
Daphne Sathoff       Theresa Klemm 
Becky Navarro       Kathy Chenous 
 
Second & Third        Fourth & Fifth 
Brianna McIntosh      Travis &Ann Ermey 
Leslie Moore               Lorie Kline 
 
Sixth, Seventh & Eighth   Senior High  
Jane Gaulrapp        Steve Schulz 
              Jen Carter 
Sunday School Music         Todd Carter 
Gwen Shaker           
 
Special Interest Education    
Corrine Wartenweiler     
Karen Booth          
 

Adult Sunday School: 
Karen Booth 
Reggie Gamache 
Barb Bartsch 
Sandy Nelson 
Bob Kupersmith 
Steve Schulz 
 
   Other news in our Sunday School is the decision to 
sponsor two children through the Compassion project. 
We have been talking to our students about how  
important it is for each of us to live in community 
with each other, which simply means all of us are 
called to nurture and protect all that God has created 
around us. To help our students understand we are 
learning what is means to need help. In our local 
church we really don’t understand what it means to 
need something. We are so used to wanting and  
receiving from those around us.  
   Our first child (Biruke) comes to us from Ethiopia. 
He will be 5 years old celebrates his birthday on May 
18.  In Ethiopia 70% of the population reside in Ma-
laria infested areas and are at major risk to contract 
the HIV/Aids virus. Education has a huge drop out 
rate and 41% of the female population cannot read or 
write. With our help he will receive education,  
medical attention, and other basic daily needs that will 
offer him the opportunity to succeed in life.  
   Our second child (Nayson) comes to us from Haiti 
and is listed with the Compassion project as highly 
vulnerable. He was born March 20th of 2018. He lives 
in the mountains and his father works when he can but 
opportunities to earn money to live on are scarce,  
and dad often goes months without work. Their house 
is made of mud with an iron roof. There is no plumb-
ing and fresh water is hard to find. The diet consists of 
beans, bread, maize, plantains and rice. Nayson is at 
high risk of picking up parasites which is the leading 
cause of death among children in his community. Our 
support through the Compassion project will give him 
medical support, education, job skills and church pres-
ence in his life. He has a long hard life ahead of him, 
but with our help there is hope that he will receive the 
skills he will need to succeed in life.    
   We look forward to walking together into the future 
with a greater understanding of what it means to nur-
ture and protect one of God’s blessings in life. We ask 
all of us to help our Sunday School support these 
young men through our weekly offering during  
Sunday School.                                      (Continued Page 5) 
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Children's Sunday School…  (continued from page 4) 
   Next fall we will be rolling out some fun opportunities for all of our Sunday School classes to help fund and 
support their sponsorship. Learning to work together will be a great way to learn our true call to love thy 
neighbor as we love ourselves. If you have any questions about our project feel free to contact me. I’ll be hap-
py to share with you what ever I can about our newest kids in our Sunday School. 
   If your kids are asking questions like, “what is 10% of my allowance?” it is because I have been working 
with them about tithing a portion of their gifts to help our kids in need. I really look forward to working to-
gether to make this a project worthy of our Christian Educations dedicated support to nurture and protect these 
blessings from God. 
   Looking forward already to September, watch and listen for forthcoming details.  ~Jeff 

Applying Bible Principles 
     The old adage is “to give until it hurts.” But then again, how many people don’t give much because they 
have a low threshold of pain? 
     If you were to give until it hurt, what would hurt first? C.S. Lewis put it this way: 
     The safe rule about giving is to give more than we can spare. Think about it this way: if our expenses for 
comfort, extras, and entertainment are comparable to others in our income bracket, we are probably giving 
away too little. Lewis said that our charitable giving should pinch us. We should be able to make a list of 
things we want to do but can’t because we gave the money to church.  
     We’ve heard the opposite excuse from time to time – people who couldn’t give to the needy because they 
left their money at the movie theater or cell phone store. Their extras have become minimums.  
     How would it sound if we flipped that and couldn’t go to the restaurant or shoe store … again… because 
we gave our money first to church? 
     So if you gave until it hurt, the pain might not be felt in your body. The pinch might be felt in your social 
schedule or shopping bags.  
     So here is another flip to think about. How about we give until somebody else stops hurting? Let’s stop 
worrying about our pain which may not come and help those in pain right now.  
     In January, the administrative council voted to give up the ice cream scoop at the Green County Fair. 
We’re grateful to the Kiwanis for taking it over. All that ice cream money went to the Monroe Kids’ Fund. 
We usually gave away more than $1,000 to the schools so the nurses could buy coats, clothes, and once even 
bought eye glasses for a needy child. Those are the kids who hurt because of poor weather conditions or poor 
conditions at home. The reason never mattered to us. Giving up the ice cream stand does not mean we’re not 
giving up our commitment to helping those children.  
     We’re expanding our food and entertainment for the Fourth of July. In addition to popcorn, we’ll have 
walking tacos and more games for the whole family. Any money raised will go to the Kids’ Fund.  
     So give till it hurts so somebody else can stop hurting. The odds are you pain will quickly disappear be-
cause we do so much good with our giving.  

THE BASEBALL PRAYER 
     Almighty Father, you who are called the “Mighty 
Umpire” in this game of life, we are not sure 
what uniforms we should wear. While we 
may be Angels in spirit, in reality we are Gi-
ants in pride, Dodgers of responsibility and 
Tigers in ambition. When it comes to faith, 
we find ourselves in the minor leagues.  
When it comes to good works, we strike out; 
when it comes to knowledge of your Word, we are not 
even sure of the ground rules. 

Therefore, we are thankful for your mercy when we 
find ourselves in foul territory; for your forgiveness 

when we commit one error after another; for 
your uplifting spirit when we find ourselves in 
the pitfalls of a slump. 
     Dear God, may our game plan be your will 
and our response a sellout crowd with standing 
room only. And, when our number is retired 
here on earth, may we rejoice to hear you call 

out, “SAFE,” in his name who gives final victory to all 
who believe! Amen 
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Youth  
Youth Group Working on Special Project    
   Youth Group is working on a special project to send Pastor Randy off to new  
adventures.  It’s not too late to share your ideas and get involved.  This will be our main 
focus until June 16.       
   Additional important dates to remember this month:  
June 2  Sunday     MHS Graduation  
June 9       Sunday     Confirmation at 10:45 service 
June 16    Sunday     Honor graduates at all three services    
                                    Sending off party for Randy and Karen after church on Sunday 
                           Father’s Day – Spend the rest of the day with Dad!      
   YG (Youth Group) meets every Wednesday and Sunday from 6:00 – 8:00 pm unless otherwise noted. 
See you there! 

Celebrate the lives of these incredible young people who have birthdays in June: 
Sydney Wunschel  June 13  13th Birthday  2711     6 Avenue     Monroe 
Braedon Klemm   June 24  17th Birthday  806       28 Avenue    Monroe 
Aaron Smith    June 25  17th Birthday  N4061   Schrade Road   Monroe 

Community Support Groups & Events 
This Month 
     High Tide Recovery is a support group to help 
overcome addictions and crippling emotional or  
spiritual problems. Using both 12-step and Celebrate 
Recovery models, Jesus Christ is the way to healing. 
Tuesday nights 7:00 – 8:30 at 18&8th, 1802 8th Street, 
Monroe. Call Dale (608) 921-9360 or Paul (719) 201-
4865 for more information. Facebook.com/18and8th. 
Open meetings 
     A Breast Cancer Survivor Support Group meets 
Wednesday, June 5 at Monroe Clinic from 6:00 – 
7:00 p.m. Contact Kris to learn more kriswis@tds.net. 
     A Parenting Support Group meets at St John’s 
Church, Monday, June 10. A different topic is  
discussed each month to help parents of any age child. 
Discussion starts at 5:00 p.m. social time begins at 
5:30 p.m. Led by Green County Human Services. Call 
328-9393 if you need child care.  
 
 
 
 

    The Memory Café meets at Behring Senior Center 
on Wednesday, June 12 from 1:30 – 3:00. Those with 
memory or mobility limitations should come and 
you’re welcome to bring a family member with you.    
     The Caregiver Support group sponsored by 
ADRC has daytime and evening meetings. The night 
session is 6:00 – 7:30 on Thursday, June 13 at the 
Monroe Public Library. The early session is 10:30 – 
12:00 on Thursday June 27 in the new Human Ser-
vices building at Pleasant View.  Call 328-9499 to 
learn more 
     Grief Support Group with Monroe Clinic  
Hospice has a six-week course throughout the year; 
the next one starts Wednesday, June 5. Call them for 
more information (325-1230).  
     Loaves and Fishes has its free meal on Sunday, 
June 23. The meal is at Grace Lutheran Church off the 
square from 4:00 – 6:00. Monroe UMC will sponsor 
the meal in August. You can also volunteer for nearly 
any meal.  

Community 
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Friends in Faith Ministry   

Please celebrate the lives of these “Saints in our midst” by sending cards or making visits: 
Karen Grenzow          Birthday   June 1     1803 20th Street Court  Monroe 
Cress Vale          90th Birthday  June 4     2626 18th Avenue     Monroe 
Lillian Trickel    91st Birthday   June 15      2311 18th Avenue     Monroe 
Ralph Krauss   91st Birthday  June 22    2610  8th Avenue     Monroe  

   Friends in Faith Ministries’ annual “Picnic and Band Concert” is scheduled for Monday, 
June 17 at 5:30 PM.  You’ll be happy to know that Anne Bauman will be catering our event 
again this year which will be held in our Fellowship Hall so all can attend, regardless of 
weather. We’ll be done in plenty of time to attend the City Band Concert at the Twining Park 
Band shell which begins at 7:30 – that is if you’re not too full. Cost of the meal is $7.25 and 
can be paid to Jane Gaulrapp or Debb Bennett in the church office. Please sign up at the  
welcome center.  

 

Picnic Menu 
Shredded beef sandwiches 

Brats 
Macaroni salad 

Potato salad 
Cheese tray 

Deviled eggs 
Fresh fruit 

Strawberry shortcake 
Cream puffs 

Lemonade and coffee 
 

Staver St. Peters UM Church 
ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

Sunday June 23, 2019 
From 4-7 p.m. 

  
MENU: 
BBQ Sandwich        ADULTS      
BBQ Pork Sandwich                $8.00 
Hot Dogs 
Potato Salad 
Baked Beans         Children under 9 
Chips/Applesauce        $5.00 
Korean Dumplings 
Fruit Pie 
Ice Cream and toppings 
Coffee, Lemonade, Milk  
  

 
HEAL Grief and Education Groups 

 
June 5—July 10, 2019  

6:00 to 7:30 p.m.  
St. Camillus Center 

2101 6th Street, Monroe 
 

Once a week, for six weeks, open to anyone 18 years 
or older. Lean about the grieving process, ideas for 
Coping and healing in a safe and supportive setting.  

 
To register, or more information, 

Call 608-324-1230 or  
800—367-8406  

 
 

Monoreclinic.org  Member of SSM Health 
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Short Takes… 
June 2019 
Spanish bible study Saturdays at 2:00 p.m. 
 
One Room school House Sunday school starts Sun-
day  June 2, at 9:30 in Fellowship Hall.  Teachers 
needed please sign up at welcome center.  
 
Youth Group Sunday and Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. 
More information contact Jane G 
 
Red Cross Blood Drive Monday, June 3 from 11:30 
to 5:30 p.m. 
 
Confirmation #2  Sunday June 9 at 10:45 service. 
Join Ellie, Katrina and Kate as they become new 
members.  
 
Committee meetings 
Trustees May 10  6:30 p.m. 
Finance May 10  7:30 p.m. 
 
Noah’s Ark Fundraiser with Papa Murphy’s. 
Thursday, June 13. Skip supper prep and order a piz-
za for pick up after work.  
 
Annual Conference June 14-17 at the KI Conven-
tion Center in Green Bay.  
 
Father’s Day Sunday, June 16. 
 
2019 Graduates Honored Sunday, June 16 at all 
services. If you have someone graduating please let 
the office know.  
 
Pastors Randy and Karen’s going away pot luck in 
Fellowship Hall. Sunday, June 16 after 3rd service.  
 
Friends in Faith Ministry picnic in Fellowship Hall 
Monday, June 17 at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Peace and Friendship at Aster Tuesday, June 18 at 
9:30 a.m. 
 
Volunteer Appreciation Sunday, June 23.  
 
Loaves and Fishes Sunday June 23, from 4:00 to 
6:00 p.m. Grace Lutheran church, 1025 15th Ave, 
Monroe.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking Ahead… 
July 2019 
July 4th Fireworks 
 
Committee Meetings: 
Monday July 8 
Trustees   6:30 p.m. 
Finance   7:30 p.m. 
Monday July 15 
Ad Council   6:30 p.m. 
 
Green County Fair  July 17 to 21 
 
Family Promise  July  21 to 28. Go to 
www.signupgenius.com to volunteer.  
 
Joint Spanish Service  July 28 at 10:45 service.  
 
Red Cross Blood Drive  July 29  
 
Friends in Faith Ministries to host Honor Flight 
presentation  July 30 at 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
Faith Stitchers 
   Will host their annual bazaar this fall, for two 
Sundays in October. If you are crafty, knit, crochet, 
or sew, they are looking for donated items.   
   If you are interested in joining this group please 
contact Lynn Zimmerman at 608-214-6464 or 
4ever29@tds.net.   
 
 
July 4 Celebration 
Our July 4th celebration is expanding this year.  It 
will start at 5:00 p.m. and we will be providing 
walking tacos, hotdogs and ice cream treats, along 
with the popcorn and pop this year.  All proceeds 
will go to the Monroe Kids Fund. 
Along with the food, look for a bouncy house and 
dunk tank as well as games for adults and children. 
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Pastor: Randy Booth - 325-8561 mumcpastorrandy@tds.net   
Education Director: Jeff Ritter  325-8572  RevRitter.Umc@yahoo.com 
Elder Ministry Director: Jane Gaulrapp - 325-8563 mumcfriends@tds.net 
Financial Secretary: Lorie Kline - 325-8564 mumcfinance@tds.net 
Choir Director: Julie Shipe McClain juliesm@uwalumni.com 
Office Manager: Debb Bennett - monroeumc@tds.net 
Treasurer: Anita Best - 325-8564 mumctreasurer@tds.net 
Youth Director: Jane Gaulrapp - 325- 8563 mumchsyouth@tds.net  
Custodians: Fred &Anne Bauman 
Ad Council: Jen Carter 
Finance: John Daane 
Missions: 
Noah’s Ark Preschool: 
Open Door Ministry: Kathy Seffrood 
Prayer: Randy Booth 
SPRC: Eric Katzenberger 
Family Promise: Linda Nack 
Trustees: Wayne Schwartz/ Triscia Nickel 
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             Return service requested 

Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life.”    John 14:6 

  

Our church exists so that all people might find the Way, know the Truth, and experience the Life!” 
 

Through discipleship, ministry,  fellowship and worship  we strive to bring the joy of knowing Christ to our members and community. 

The next Good News 
Deadline June 16 
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June 2019 

Office Hours  
8:30 am - 4:00pm  

Worship Schedule 
  

 Sunday 8:00, 9:30 & 10:45 a.m. 
  

Sunday School  9:15 & 10:45 
 

Adoración 2:00 


