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Monroe United Methodist Church 
2227 4th Street, Monroe, WI 53566   Å  (608) 325-6700 Ŀ  www.monroeumc.com  ·  monroeumc@tds.net 

Aposento Alto  
 

     Our Hispanic ministry had two major milestones in April.  
     First, they chose a name for their congregation: aposento alto which means ñUpper Room.ò Itôs the place 
where Jesus instituted the Last Supper and the place where the disciples gathered on Pentecost when the Holy 
Spirit came in a new, powerful way.  
     Second, they hosted a statewide Methodist Hispanic worship event on April 14. About 250 people from 
25 Spanish congregations across Wisconsin came for worship, fellowship, and dinner. The sanctuary and 
fellowship hall were packed! 
     The day included as special celebration of the ministry of Jorge Mayorga. He is the current pastor in 
charge of new congregational development for the Conference. He has also served as District Superintendent 
in the Milwaukee area, and as a church planter in Lake Geneva. Itôs his 25th anniversary as a pastor. His brother 
Juan is the pastor of aposento alto in Monroe.  
     The day was filled with young people especially leading music and dancing in praise of Jesus. There was a 
sermon and plenty of prayer.  

        Monroeôs Hispanic worship meets on  
  Saturdays and Sundays at 2:00. Saturday is   
  bible study; Sunday is worship for two hours.  
  Look for their banner on our front yard this  
  summer.  

Prayer Tells Us About Godôs Attributes 
 

     Prayer is good communication with God. God is willing to listen 
and interact with those who pray. God responds with compassion 
and power. He abides with us in times of pain and isolation. What 
does prayer say about God? 
     God is personal. The old joke is that taking to some people is 
like talking to a brick wall. No so with God. God doesnôt have a 
body, but heôs all ears when we are praying. He understands our 
language (even when we donôt know what to say). We can talk to 
God like we talk to a good friend. It doesnôt have to be planned or 
structured. 
     God is loving. Not only is God personal, he leans into us with love and care. God likes us and wants to  
befriend us. Not like a Facebook friend who follows at a distance and may not respond. Godôs desires the best 
for us because he loves us.  
     God is powerful. Job 41says God is strong enough to create the galaxies. Psalm 139 says heôs also strong 
enough to create babies in the womb. Psalm 40 says God is strong enough to pull us out of the miry pit. We 
can tell God about our weaknesses and failures and his strength is available to us.   
    God is wise and holy. We turn to God in prayer for advice. Donôt underestimate the new thoughts you  
have while youôre praying. God offers us solutions to our problems. His wisdom means he is smart to solve 
our problems. Yes, you can pray to him about cars and computers. Heôs that smart. His holiness means he   
will always show us the moral way.  
     When you want to talk to God, you have access to all his attributes. He wants to hear from you. He wants 
to speak to you. Open your mouth and your ears, let the prayer begin.  
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Committee Meetings 
 

Monday, May 14: 6:30 Trustees  
                         7:30 Finance 
Monday, May 21: 7:00 Ad Council 
Tuesday,  May 8:   6:00 Missions  

 

Out and About with Pastor Randy 
 

     Pastor Randy will preach at Monroe Health  
Services and Aster on the May 23. The service at  
ǘƘŜ Manor begins at 10:00 and 11:00 at Aster.  
If you know a resident in any of these residences,   
be sure to join him or her for this time of worship. 

     Karen and I head to Italy for our 30th wedding anniversary, a trip weôve been planning for five years. 
Weôll visit Rome, Venice, and Florence.  
     We donôt travel with a group, so Karen has made all the plans for us. This might be a tough trip because itôs 
our first trip without renting a car and not knowing how much English we can use.  
     Iôm looking forward to looking at the art museums, both old and new. I think there will be an abundance of 
religious art, so Iôm interested to see how artists interpret bible stories. I showed you one right after Easter 
with Caravaggioôs painting of Thomas touching Christôs wounds. He moved from the shadows into the light. 
We wonôt see this painting (itôs in a museum in Germany), we hope to see more by this artist. 
      A few years ago there was a big show of European religious art at the Chazen Museum of Art in Madison. 
I remember one painting of Adam and Eve eating the forbidden fruit. The artist also painted the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil dying. The painting was almost like a video you watch as time elapsed. Part of 
the tree was green and vibrant. Then Adam and Eve ate the fruit, and the tree was rotting. The artist did this all 
on one branch with Adam and Eve standing between the live and dead branch. I have never gotten that message 
by reading all my bible commentaries about Genesis. So I hope to be filled with images and interpretations 
with our travel in Italy.  
     Some paintings are frustrating because the artist dresses bible characters in clothes of the artistôs time. But 
they want us to focus more on the interaction of the people with Jesus than on historical authenticity. Iôve even 
seen modern paintings with Jesus wearing denim. Once I get over that shock, I can see the story is for our 
generation, too.  
     So maybe the Italian/English barrier wonôt be so bad because I want to hear in the language of images. 
God uses many languages to convey his love to us. Some languages we hear with our ears (like sermons and 
songs), others are visual (16th century art and PowerPoint). We also receive Godôs love in our emotions and 
sometimes in the silence.  
     Iôm looking forward to a visual conversation with God about his love throughout history. Perhaps we could 
all take time to listen to God in an alternative language ï verbal, visual, emotional, silence ï and understand 
how much he loves us through Jesus Christ.  

 Pastorôs Page 

IMPORTANT SUMMER DATES 
 

June 6 ï Noahôs Ark graduation and spring concert 
June 15 -16 ï Annual Conference in Madison 
 

July 4 ï Fireworks in the front yard 
July 18 ï 22 selling ice cream at the fair for Monroe  
     Kidsô Fund 
July 28 ï Thrivent Generosity Day, giving away  
     Little Food Pantries 
 

August 5-10 ï Vacation Bible School  
        Kings and Queens 
August 26 ï back to school, blessing the backpacks 
September 2 ï back to school, prayer walk in afternoon 

CHILDRENôS SERMONS                
     The childrenôs sermons in May will follow the Sunday School curriculum with the theme ñChange Your 
Hearts and Lives.ò We will continue looking at St Paul ï except on Pentecost. We will meet Lydia, the first 
person in Europe to convert to following Jesus. Weôll see how happy Paul and Silas were despite being  
imprisoned falsely, and learn about Paulôs shipwreck. 
     During the summer, our childrenôs sermons will turn to the themes of vacation bible school: Kings and 
Queens of the Bible. Bible School begins August 5 and is open to children K-6th grade. Middle schoolers    
are welcome and serve as helpers. We meet at night at begin with dinner.  
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Volunteer Spotlight for May 
Youth and Adult Sunday School Teachers and Helpers,  

Confirmation Teachers, Youth Helpers, Elder Committee Members, Historian 

Applying Bible Principles 
 

     An old trick to getting the youth group to consider their life goals is to ask them to write their own obituary. 
Some are quite silly, noting the age of death at some extraordinarily high number. The more serious part is 
listening to how they want to be remembered. Will it be for some amazing feat is sports or a breakthrough in 
science? Do they predict a large family or a solitary life? What kind of impact do they desire ï for their family, 
their town, or even the whole world? Does anyone think she or he will have a spiritual impact? 
     Many in youth group rarely consider the financial legacy they desire to leave behind. Many adults are 
reluctant to plan ahead that way, too.  
     Peter Marshall, former US Senate chaplain (1902 ï 1949) said, ñThe measure of a life is not its duration, 
but its donation.ò More people are remembered for what they gave (in life or through their will) than how 
much they made or kept for themselves. Monroe United Methodist Church is truly an example of peopleôs 
generosity. Bequests through membersô estates have helped build a new kitchen, pay for air conditioning, and 
the sound equipment. Gifts during their lifetimes pay for effective Sunday School, salaries for our pastor and 
staff members.  
     Methodismôs founder John Wesley (1703 - 1791) emphasized how much we give during our life time. 
In England in his lifetime, he thought that too much inherited money made a generation unappreciative (or, 

worse, lazy!).  He said his goal was to give away to charity throughout his life, leaving just Ã10 in his pocket, 
enough to pay the undertaker. That way he could see the good his donations were making during his lifetime. 
Plus, no one could accuse him of using his fame to get rich.  
     Are you looking ahead to how you will look back at the end of your life? More than a bucket list ï things 
you want to do before you ókick the bucketô ï what impact do you want to have on others? What planning still 
needs to be complete? What categories still need attention: financial, spiritual, family, work, personal goals? 
When Pastor Randy leads your funeral, would you be embarrassed if he could read only a list of what youôve 
given? 

²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ aŀȅ 
 

      Rich Rubietta will lead worship with energetic and interactive music on Sunday, May 6. He will lead all 
three services.  
     Pastor Randy returns from his anniversary trip to Italy in time for worship on May 13. 
     We celebrate Pentecost on May 20 (wear something red like the flames that appeared on the disciples on  
the first Pentecost). Six young people will come to confirm the promises made at their baptisms. We celebrate 
the faith of  Kaylie Bruggeman, Jadie Daughenbaugh,  Sophia Douglas,  Grace Versnik,  and Allison 
Wunschel.  We will celebrate communion at all confirmation events.  
     On May 27, we will continue to concentrate on the work of the Holy Spirit.  

     Confirmation, part 2, will be Sunday, June 3. Being confirmed that day are Olivia CummingsΣ   
Zoe Griepentrog and Kalijh Parr.  

 

     This month we honor the dedicated people who lead our education program, our 
church historian and members of the Elder Committee 
 

     Education is a very important mission within our church.  In addition to youth 
Sunday school classes, there are a number of adult classes available, on Sunday  
morning and during the week.  A big thank you to the members of the Elder Committee, 
who sponsor very interesting programs throughout the year. 
 

     To honor and thank these dedicated volunteers for all they do, we will be serving cake between services on 
May 27, 2018. 
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 Fellowship 

Community Support Groups  
& Events This Month 

 

A Breast Cancer Survivor Support Group meets 
Wednesday, May 2 at Wisconsin Bank and Trust at 
1717 10th Street from 6:00 ï 7:00. Contact Kris to 
learn more kriswis@tds.net. 
     The Memory Caf® meets at Behring Senior Center 
on Wednesday, May 9from 1:30 ï 3:00. Those will 
memory or mobility limitations should come and 
youôre welcome to bring a family member with you.  
     The Caregiver Support group sponsored by the 
Monroe Clinic meets on Thursday, May 10 from 
6:00 ï 7:30 in Caf® Room 3. 
     A Parenting Support Group meets at St Johnôs 
Church Monday, May 14. A different topic each 
month to help parents of any age child. Discussion 
starts at 5:00, social time begins at 5:30. Led by 
Green County Human Services. Call 328-9393 if you 
need child care.  
    Grief Support Group with Monroe Clinic Hospice 
has a six-week course throughout the year; the next 
one starts June 6. Call them for more information 
(325-1230).  
     Loaves and Fishes has its free meal on Sunday, 
May 27. The meal is at Grace Lutheran Church off 
the square from 4:00 ï 6:00. Monroe UMC will 
sponsor the meal in November. You can also volunteer 
for nearly any meal.  

Morning Light Circle will meet on Wednesday, 
May 9 at 9:00am in the library.  
 

Peace and Friendship Circle will meet on Tuesday, 
May 15 at 9:30am.  

Volleyball  
Fridays 7:00  

     We will continue to play volleyball through May. 
Watch for details about when softball will start.    
See Bryan Versnik, Todd Carter, or Craig Cummings 
for information. 

Faith Stitchers 
 

Our next meeting is Thursday, April 26th at 2:30pm. 
New members are always  
welcome! Contact Lynn Zimmerman  
with any questions 4ever29@tds.net  

Happy Motherôs Day 
 

Hereôs a proper Motherôs Dictionary 
Amnesia: condition that enables a woman who has 
gone through labor to have a second child 
Autobiography: life history of women who donôt 
even mention themselves in the book 
Dumbwaiter: the restaurant server who asks the kids 
directly if they want to order dessert 
Family Planning: the art of spacing your children at 
the proper distance apart to keep you on the edge of 
financial disaster for two decades 
Feedback: the inevitable result when your baby 
doesnôt appreciate strained carrots.  
Full Name: what your call your child when youôre 
mad at him 
Grandparents: the people who think your children 
are wonderful even though theyôre not sure youôre 
raising them right  
Hearsay: what toddlers do when anyone mutters a 
dirty word 
Independent: how we want our children to grow up, 
as long as they do everything we say 
Ow: first word spoken by children with older siblings 
Puddle: small body of water that draws other small 
bodies wearing dry shoes into it 
Show Off: small child who is more talented than yours 
Sterilize: a) process of boiling pacifier of first child 
if pacifier has touched another surface 
b) process of blowing on pacifier of last child if you 
happen to see itôs touched another surface 
Top Bunk: where you should never put a child wearing 
Superman/Wonder Woman pajamas 
Two Minute Warning: when babyôs face turns red 
and she begins making those familiar grunting noises 
Whodunit: none of the kids who live at your house 
Weekend: the day(s) when Dad plays golf while 
Mom catches up on laundry, housework, and errands 
     Celebrate the women who nurtured you ï whether 
or not youôre biologically related! Children may out-
grow their motherôs lap, but they never outgrow her 
love. Pray for those who have lost their moms, moms 
who have lost children, and women who have never 
been moms. Happy Motherôs Day.  
   See if you can stretch it into Motherôs Week.  

MUMC Cooking Class Begins Again 
 

     Everyone is invited to join as we  
try cooking some low-carb meals. 
Participants will work together to create 
the meal and split the cost. Usually cost 
does not exceed $10/person.  
     Our first calss will be on Thursday, 

April 26th at 6:30pm. Contact Troy Clark at Noahôs 
Ark or the church office by Wednesday to reserve a 
spot in the first class. 

mailto:kriswis@tds.net
mailto:4ever29@tds.net
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 Christian Education 

 

Celebrate the lives of these incredible young people who have birthdays in May: 
 

Carson Yaun    May 01 16th Birthday  610 ï 15th Avenue  Monroe 
Michael Kundert  May 19 16th Birthday  N2901 ï Youth Cabin Road Monroe 
Sophie Douglas   May 22 13th Birthday  W6536 ï Platinum Drive Monroe 
Kaylie Bruggeman May 24 13th Birthday  1525 ï 30İ Avenue  Monroe 

YG (Youth Group)  
meets Sundays and Wednesdays  

6:00 ï 8:00  
unless otherwise noted. 

      
     The VBS theme this year will 
be Kings and Queens.  Please con-
sider one of the many ways which 
you can help this year: donate food 

for our nightly meals, help lead the crafts, games, and 
lessons, take photos, or help decorate. 

                  
          We will meet for the last time this  
     school year on May 23rd. 

Donôt Miss Summer Camps  
 

      What is so much fun that several of our youth have gone again and again, then decided it 
was the greatest place to have a summer job while in college? UM Summer Camp! 
       UM Camps are a place to have fun, explore, share your faith without judgement and 
meet new friends with similar interests.  Our church offers a 50% scholarship for anyone 
going to camp and if needed, the Conference offers additional financial aid.  
     We currently have four youth registered for camps. Camps are 3 - 5 days and  dates 
begin in early June and go through early August. There is still time to sign up. 
     Thank you to everyone who a donated to camp scholarships. We have raised $1,200 
this year. 

2011.01 ï the total dollar amount we collected through our 30 Hour Famine Event to fight global hunger.   
Thanks to Nancy and Steve Schulz, Bob Kupersmith, and Crystal and Harlen Jinkerson for their help on Easter 
Sunday with the cinnamon rolls.  And thanks to our faithful youth.  Kudos, of course, to our church family 
who supports us in all that we do!  
 
Youth Group will not be meeting on May 13th so you can spend the day with your Mom.    

     The last day of Sunday 
school is May 20th. 
Attendance awards and teacher 
gifts will be handed out during 
the 9:30 service.   

     Sunday school teachers are the heart of our church. 
They volunteer their time each week to help nurture 
our children in their walk with Christ.  I am grateful 
for each person who uses their talents to teach.    
     Some changes during the 2018/19 season will be 
an opening for a Middle school teacher. The Carters 
are following the large group of outgoing Middle 
schooler's to help them in the High School class. 
Please prayerfully consider teaching Middle school 
in the Fall. 

       

          Over the summer 4K-5th graders will meet together in Fellowship Hall for a large  
   group lesson.  Because our teachers have the summer off there is a sign up sheet at the  
   Welcome Center for anyone who can help out with one Sunday.  If you would like to  
   do more than just one Sunday we welcome that too!  All curriculum and supplies will  
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 Friends in Faith Ministry   
Monroe History with Matt Figi 

     Spring has been struggling to make its way into Wisconsin this year; but 
Monroe United Methodist elders canôt be restrained from dreaming about it.  
It didnôt matter that the temps were stuck in February or that the wind 
thought it was still March, we were ready to plan our summer calendars.  So 
the Elder Council invited Donna Douglas from the Green County Welcome 
Center and our own Deb Briggs from the National Historic Cheesemaking 
Museum to brighten our day with their smiles.  And thatôs just what they did!   
     On Thursday, April 12th  we gathered in the church sanctuary and learned just how blessed 
we are here, in Green County.  Surrounded by gracefully rolling hills, our communities offer 
activities in celebration of a heritage rich with culture and talent.  We each received packets  
indicating restaurants, cheese factories, biking and hiking trails, barn quilts, and parks.  More 
than that, we each got a calendar of events to mull over and savory combinations of cheese and 
chocolate.   
     Deb presented two videos about cheese making and the Museum itself, explaining the history 
of the buildings and the activities that take place there.  Afterward we enjoyed each otherôs 
company along with cheese and crackers.  Perhaps the sun wasnôt shining when we all headed 
home.  But we were still making plans for warm weather evenings and weekends.  One thing   
I can say you wonôt want to miss is the cheese making demonstration on June 9th in the old 
Imoberstag factory.  Iôm hyped about it!  Hope to see you there! 

     Friends In Faith Ministries will host Matt Figi on Thursday, May 15th at 
1:00pm in the church sanctuary.  He will be introducing his latest book which 
features over 260 new pictures of historic Monroe and the surrounding area.      
     Mattôs love of history and knowledge of the community provide the perfect 
recipe for an entertaining afternoon.  Join us as he presents an overview from 
the 1870s to 2008, with side tours on the making of roads, railroads, and 
cheese.  You wonôt want to miss this chance to meet Monroeôs own gem of 
history, Matt Figi.  Sign up at the welcome center and bring a friend.   
     Mattôs book will be available for purchase. Treats will follow, provided by  

         the fantastic Elder Council!    

Deb & Donna Brighten Our Day with What Green County Has to Offer 

     The May/June Upper 
Room devotional is at the 
welcome center for anyone 
who would like to pick 
one up.   
     Beginning this month it 
is available in Spanish. It 
is also available in regular 
or large print in English. 
and is free of charge. 

Ernieôs 75th Birthday Party! 
 
 

         Ernie Gebhardt and his family  
   would  like to invite everyone to  
   help celebrate his 75th birthday on  
   Sunday, April 29th  from 2 -6:00pm     
   at the American Legion, 1627 12th  
   Avenue.  

       They will have refreshments and cake.  
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Harvey Klassy would like to thank everyone for cards and prayers during surgery and recovery.  
 

Thank you to all who have been praying for my sister, Sharron Broyles while she has been in the hospital for 
the past seven weeks. She is now at home in Tampa Florida.  Barbara Griffin 
 

A special thank you to all my wonderful family and friends for sending me cards and phone calls for my 86th 
birthday! Your thoughtful wishes  made my day special!  Bless you all,  Betty Karlen 

Membership News 
 

Our next membership class is Sunday May 20. A light lunch is served in the library at 12:30 and the class 
begins at 1:00.  
 

Kevin and Sarah Scherer are moving to Albany, NY this spring. Kevin has started a new job already, so 
Sarah and daughter Joanna will join him after school gets out next month. They moved to Monroe from 
Minneapolis just a year ago. Sarah was instrumental in creating a new banner for Lent. She worked with Terry 
Tackett and they designed and painted the banner that hung on Good Friday.  
 

Bob and Careen Keith have moved back to Monroe from Arizona. Theyôre new address at Aster is 207 3rd 
Ave., Apt. 223, Monroe. 
 

Cheryl Beck passed away on March 26. Her funeral was here on April 2. Our sympathy to Bob and their family.   
Ede Davis passed away on April 7.  Her celebration of life was on April 12. Our sympathy to Jan Wartenweiler 
and her family.  
 

We celebrate the safe arrival of Brogan Voegeli, son of Dusty and Bonnie Voegeli. His big brother is Bronson.  

Annual Conference Ingathering Mission Collection 
 

     Monroe UMC will have a special mission donation in May and June to support Wisconsin Agencies.  
There are four special places that help people in crisis right here in Wisconsin. As each person comes to seek 
help, he or she is given a hospitality kit.  
     Church members are asked to buy all or any part of a kit. The mission committee will assemble the kits, and 
any cash donated will purchase ómissing partsô to make a whole kit. Each kit should be placed in a 1-gallon zipper 
bag and marked WISCONSIN CONFERENCE HOSPITALITY KIT, also mark for MAN, WOMAN, CHILD.  
     The kits will be delivered to one of three missions in Milwaukee or Harbor House Crisis Shelter in Superior.  
     Each kit will cost about $11. 
 

MENôS KIT                     WOMENôS KIT 
1 antiperspirant, 1 bar soap               1 antiperspirant, 1 bar soap 
1 toothbrush, 1toothpaste, 1 washcloth         1 toothbrush, 1toothpaste, 1 washcloth 
1 comb, 1 hand sanitizer, 1 nail clipper         1 comb, 1 hand sanitizer,  
1 disposable razor, 1 travel size tissue         1 nail clipper and emery board,  

1 travel size shampoo,                  1 sewing repair ƪƛǘ , 1 lip balm, 

м  lip balm                      м travel size ǎƘŀƳǇƻƻ м travel size tissue ǇŀŎƪ ,  
6 adhesive bandages                  6 adhesive bandages 
 

KIDôS KIT 
1 toothbrush, 1toothpaste, 1 washcloth             Look for the example hospitality kits in the narthex.  
1 kid shampoo, 1 book/activity book          Our items are due Sunday, June 10. There is no shipping   
1 comb, 1 travel size tissue pack            cost to kits delivered to Annual Conference in  
6 kidsô adhesive bandages               Madison June 15-18. All kits stay in WisconsinΦ 
1 pack ponytail holders OR toy cars           
1 box crayons                      

 Please consider helping at the ice cream booth at the fair.  We will have 2 hour shifts for 
dippers and money takers.  We have given $1,400 to the schools so far this year for students in need.  It is 
a joy to share Godôs blessings and serve up a sweet treat at the same time! The sign up will be out in June. 
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*;IKI I7?:} p) 7C J>; 37O} J>; 1HKJ>} 7D: J>; ,?<;~o    John 14:6 
  

Our church exists so that all people might find the Way, know the Truth, and experience the Life!ó 
 

Through discipleship, ministry,  fellowship and worship  we strive to bring the joy of knowing Christ to our members and communit y. 

  

             Return service requested 

2227 4th Street, Monroe, WI 53566 
  

(608) 325-6700  monroeumc@tds.net 
www.monroeumc.com 

Good News! 

Pastor: Randy Booth - 325-8561 mumcpastorrandy@tds.net   
Education Director: Chandra Deprez - mumcce@tds.net 
Elder Ministry Director: Jane Gaulrapp - 325-8563 mumcfriends@tds.net 
Financial Secretary: Lorie Kline - ext. 564 
Choir Director: Julie Shipe McClain juliesm@uwalumni.com 
Office Manager: Terry Tackett - monroeumc@tds.net 
Treasurer: Anita Best - ext. 564 
Youth Director: Jane Gaulrapp - 325- 8563 mumchsyouth@tds.net  
Custodians: Fred &Anne Bauman 
Ad Council: Jen Carter  
Finance: John Daane 
Missions:  
Noahôs Ark Preschool: Renee Pivonka 
Open Door Ministry:  
Prayer: Randy Booth 
SPRC:  
Family Promise: Linda Nack 
Trustees: Wayne Schwartz 
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Worship Schedule 
  

 Sunday 8:00, 9:30 & 10:45 am 
  

Sunday School begins at 9:15 
  


