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Confirmation Brings 5 New Members

We celebrate five young people who are taking
their first steps of faith by confirming the promises
made at their baptism. We celebrate confirmation on
two Sundays: May 19 and June 9.
Being confirmed in May are Griffin Clark,
Elishba Navarro, Sydney Wunchel. Being confirmed in June are Kate Kundert and Katrina
Sathoff. Communion is served at each confirmation
service.
Their teachers have been Renee Pivonka, Jane
Gaulrapp, and Pastor Randy.

Pastors Randy and Karen Set to Move
in June

After eleven years of leadership in our church,
Pastor Randy has announced that he is moving to
Janesville to become the chaplain at SSM Hospital.
His work there begins on May 20, so he will not
be in the office after that time. He has agreed to
continue to preach on Sundays through June 16.
There will be a reception after church on June 16 to
thank Pastors Randy and Karen for serving in
Monroe for eleven years.
The Staff-Parish Relations Committee, headed by
Eric Katzenberger, will meet in early May to think
about the qualities of the next pastor, our leader for
the next ten years. Are there qualities that Randy has
the church would like to see continue? What are
Randy’s weaknesses that a new pastor can fill? How
can our next leader keep the momentum and growth
we have?

Thank You, Julie

Julie Shipe McClain leads our choir for the final
time on Sunday, May 12. We have enjoyed her gifts
in music ministry for over seven years now. She
revived the bell choir, and the voice choir has grown
to its biggest size in two decades. She has found
many soloists and instrumentalists for special music
during the summer and special holidays.
We will miss her skill, her personality, and her

The confirmands use the curriculum The Absolute
Basics of the Christian Faith (The ABC’s of Faith).
They memorize sixteen faith questions and scripture
verses. Their service project was Souper Bowl Sunday. Each has read scripture during an evening service
during Lent.
Confirmation results in church membership, but it
is just one step toward a life of faith. Other steps come
during college or setting up housekeeping as they incorporate faith in a lifestyle different from being a
young student.
Pray for and congratulate these accomplished
students.
The trustees will have a
work day to prepare the
parsonage for the new
pastor.
Our District Superintendent, Rev. Scott
Carlson, is working with
the Staff-Parish Relations
Committee and the
Bishop to appoint a new
pastor to begin on July 1.
Randy has two jobs that the new pastor may not
want: changing the banners and changing the sign on
22nd Ave. He will stop doing those jobs on May 19. If
you’d like to see the banners continue, please see
Pastor Randy to be trained on the lift and to learn the
schedule for the banners.

leadership. The demands of her fulltime job make it
impossible to keep our demanding music ministry, too.
The Staff-Parish Relations Committee continues to
advertise to fill this position. You can expect to see a
variety of musicians lead worship during the summer
months.
Thank you, Julie, for your devotion to God and
showing that through music. Thank you for leading us.
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It’s with such mixed emotions that I announce that I am taking a new position as the chaplain at SSM in
Janesville. I’m excited about the new opportunity, and I love you and being your pastor. This is the second
time in eight years the door to chaplaincy at SSM-Janesville has opened, so I had to at least knock. It turns out
I’m the right person for the job.
This new ministry is actually closing the circle started in college. I took a class as a senior about chaplaincy
– a Jan Term at the South Carolina State Psychiatric Hospital. I was 20 years old and spent a month working in
the short term inpatient ward. It was eye opening.
Three years later, after seminary, I took three intense classes on hospital chaplaincy. I even helped develop
the chaplaincy program at the local hospital in my town. That hospital offered me the job, but the time wasn’t
right. I wanted to stay in the local church. After twenty more years in the local church (eleven in Monroe), it’s
time to say yes to a hospital job.
I have maintained a link to some hospital somewhere most of the 31 years I’ve been a pastor. Whether it
was taking the classes or being involved in psychiatric support groups and now some weekend on call work at
Monroe Clinic, this is a close second home in ministry for me.
Many of you know Karen and I own a home in Janesville as we prepare for retirement. When we bought the
house, we joked that the only job that I would seek to take us away from Monroe was hospital chaplaincy in
Janesville. I heard about the open position last August. When I heard about it, I at least had to try.
My first day in Janesville is May 20. With the trustees’ and SPRC’s permission, Karen and I plan to be out
of the parsonage by early June. We’re renovating the bathroom in our Janesville house.
I’ve made arrangements with Staff-Parish Relationship committee and District Superintendent to preach on
Sundays through June 16. But, I am not available during the week.
Our final day in Monroe will be Sunday, June 16. After that, we shall continue our friendships, but I won’t
be known as your pastor. We all know the guidelines as the new pastor starts. I will not be available to help
with funerals or weddings. Rev. David Busker has been so good in not interfering in my ministry here. I want
to give the same courtesy to the next pastor appointed in Monroe.
I can look back at many successes in my time here. Our finances and building are in good shape. We’ve
helped launch a Spanish congregation. I’ve brought the same taco dip to each pot luck supper for ten years.
[Do they even have pot luck meals at a hospital??]
I’ve had many failures, too. People I’ve not followed up on,
people who have moved on to other churches. I hope you can
forgive me. Thanks for your grace in the midst of my weaknesses.
Scott Carlson is working with the Staff-Parish committee
to have a new, energetic pastor here on July 1, 2019.

Spanglish Worship on May 5

Pastor Juan Mayorga will bring the message at the 10:45 worship service on May 5. It is the second of four
combined worship services planned for 2019.
Translation will be provided (thank you, Edith!). Come celebrate the full range of our church’s ministry.

Worship Schedule for May

Communion in May will be served according to our regular schedule: the first service on the first Sunday,
the second service on the second Sunday, and the third service on the third Sunday. The third service on the
third Sunday is also the first of two confirmation days, so the confirmation students
will serve communion. Communion is served by intinction during May.
Children’s sermons will focus on the Holy Spirit and telling others about Jesus
(Philip and the Ethiopian).
The Spanish congregation will come to the 10:45 service on May 5, and Pastor
Juan will bring the message.
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Volunteer Spotlight

Christian Education

Youth and Adult Sunday School Teachers and Helpers,
Confirmation Teachers, Youth Helpers, Elder Committee
Members, Historian

Children's Sunday School Year Ends
on High Note

This month we honor the dedicated people who lead our education program, our church historian and members of the Elder Committee.
Education is a very important mission within our church. In addition to youth
Sunday school classes, there are a number of adult classes available, on Sunday
morning and during the week. Please give a big thank you to the members of the
Elder Committee, who sponsor very interesting programs throughout the year.
To honor and thank these dedicated volunteers for all they do, we will be serving
cake between services on May 26, 2019.

New Vision Taking Shape for Church

Eighteen church members met for six hours on April 6 to dream of the next 5-20 years at church.
The group discerned that two items are both important and urgent: paving more of the parking lot and effective air conditioning in the classrooms. The trustees will borrow money to complete these projects. Later
the trustees and finance committees will work together for a capital campaign to pay off these projects and
launch the next two phases.
The section of parking lot to be repaved is on the north side of the church, at Door C, near the choir room.
The cost is $27,000 for 41 parking spaces. This is replacing the original pavement from the 1980s.
The classrooms will abandon their wall-unit air conditioning (also from the 1980s) for more efficient zoned
cooling. The cost is $70,189.
PHASE 2 is in the hands of the staff. By the September Ad Council meeting, they are to assess the storage
within the church. They are to coordinate with the various groups and ministries of the church to see where
everybody keeps their stuff. This included Sunday School, Noah’s Ark, AA, Hand-in-Hand, and, Family
Promise, and Scouts. They will recommend how to provide better storage in the garages behind the church and
room 6 which is devoted to storage.
PHASE 2 also includes assessing traffic patterns and parking. One idea is to move the parking spaces near
Noah’s Ark entrance and the handicapped spaces near the pastor’s office closer to the church. Currently,
parents with young children and the elderly park away from the church and must cross the traffic lane to get
into the church. Isn’t it safer to add a sidewalk near the church, moving the parking spaces close to that and
turn the current parking spaces into the travel lane?
PHASE 3 is the big dream: to build a sports building and thrift store on the property. A thrift store could be
self-sustaining. The church’s sports ministry is one of the fastest growing ministries.
Should we wait until the new pastor comes before moving ahead? No! Since this is God’s vision for the
church, it’s about our congregation and how we reach out to the community. It wasn’t dreamed up to satisfy
Pastor Randy’s preference. Our new pastor in July will come in knowing the church has a plan to grow and
minister in new ways. This should make our new pastor excited to come here.
The desire is to use our current building for effective ministry. It’s hard to imagine after 40 years our
40,000 square foot building may be full. So as the staff helps all the ministries examine their use of space,
we’ll have a clearer picture. A sports area (e.g., basketball, volleyball) and a thrift store cannot be fit into the
current building. The only way to move ahead with those ideas is a new build.
Participants at the vision session included most of the trustees and Ad Council. It also included a youth and
members of the Open Door committee.
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When I arrived at work recently, I found myself
enjoying the warmth of the sunlight as it slipped
through the evergreens in front of the church. I
parked and decided to just sit quietly for a moment
and reflect on everything that our Christian education
experienced this past year. I find myself surrounded
by a dedicated staff of volunteers who share a passion
and gift to teach our Sunday School children. Without
them, the year would not have been a success. Our
average attendance was 43, of whom 12 were teachers
who shared their faith journey every week. Even with
the hiccups along the way, a new sense of urgency
and energy appeared throughout our Christian
Education program.
As we are beginning to wrap up the 2018-19
Sunday School year, I am looking forward to
everything that 2019 – 20 shall bring. We will be
elaborating on the foundations of our faith through
bible study and opportunities brought before each of
us to practice our faith. Our whole church community
will benefit by sharing the unconditional peace, hope,
love and joy placed in the hearts of those who gather
by our God. Then as we scatter into our local
communities, we will make a difference in the way
we live, nurture and protect all that God has created
and entrusted into our care.
Summer brings a lot more change for our church.
Our one room Sunday School kicks off with a
discipleship theme, aimed at equipping those who
gather with the necessary knowledge and support to
live our faith in community with one another.

Lost and Found

Fourth of July offers more than just fireworks for our
community. More interaction for those who come to
share the snap crackle and pops of the fireworks. I
am looking forward to some new ministry
opportunities as we gather to celebrate our
independence.
Mark your calendars now! Vacation Bible School
will be held August 4 through August 9. Our theme
will be “HOLY WEEK!” As always it is a community
wide event, filled with bible study, music, games, arts
and crafts and of course great food and fellowship for
all ages. If you are interested in helping in ANY way
feel free to contact me at 608-325-8572,
Revritter.umc@yahoo.com, or be ready with your
ideas when I reach out to you for help.
May 11 will be the last TEAM KID until
September so make sure you come with someone
special to share with those who will be
gathered. This is a sharing meal theme, which means
everyone should bring a favorite bag lunch for our
meal together. We will be playing a game to see who
will be eating what. It should be fun for all. Invite a
friend, lets make this a truly special day.
Thank you teachers, students, and parents for your
support, energy, excitement and devotion to bringing
Christ to life in each of our hearts. I pray that as we
continue to explore our faith that our hearts continue
to open and reach those living in our local
communities. Together we will make a difference.
~Jeff Ritter

Many interesting things have been found in the last few weeks. Are you missing a set of 3 keys? Or have
you misplaced your cell phone? Please see Debb in the office.
Our lost and found basket is overflowing, it is located under the Keurig coffee maker in the information
center. Items in the basket include: kids black bib snow pants in size
10/12, kids shirts, kids size m/m (8) Badgers pullover, kids size M San
Francisco fleece-this has a name on the tag. Gloves both pair and singles, plastic headband, Cub Scouts bear handbook with the name
Brendin on the top. Winnie the Pooh book, sippy cup, Ziploc bag of
jewelry, glasses and lipstick, travel coffee mug left outside the choir
room. Items will stay till the end of May, then will be donated.
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Fellowship

Youth

Faith Stitchers Looking for
New Members

Youth Thankful

auction. Their next meeting will be May 16 at 2:00
Faith stitchers is our sewing circle. These ladies were p.m. in our library.
responsible for our Quilts of Valor last fall. They also Everyone is
welcome to join.
help with banners, Sunday school program sewing
For more
needs and other sewing projects as they are asked.
Faith stitchers meet four to five times a year, but com- information contact
municate through emails for most of their information. Lynn Zimmerman
A bazaar is in the planning stages for October, they at 608-328-2555 or
are looking for donations, and possibly hosting a quit 4ever29@tds.net.

$1606 – the total dollar amount we collected through our 30 Hour Famine Event to fight global hunger.
Easter Sunday we raised $396 baking and selling cinnamon rolls to aid in the support of Samuel, our brother
in Christ who lives in Ecuador. Thank you Steve and Nanci Schulz, Harlen and Crystal Jinkerson, the Carter
family, and faithful youth! In 2 Corinthians 9:7 Paul wrote that God loves the cheerful giver.
Samuel is to gain from your generosity, but truly, we are all blessed!
Youth Group will not be meeting on May 12 so you can spend the day with your Mom.
Join us at 10:45 worship on Sunday, May 19 to support and
welcome into membership three young confirmands; Griffin
Clark, Elishba Navarro, and Sydney Wunschel.
YG (Youth Group) meets Sundays and Wednesdays 6:00 –
8:00. See you there!

Sports Ministries

Volleyball will continue till the end of May on Friday nights from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome
to join at any time.
Softball will start in June, on Friday nights at Twining Park. You must be at least 14 years of age to play.
For more information or to play on the church league please contact Todd Carter 608-558-8896 or Brian
Versnik 608-636-5765, bversnik@hotmail.com. If there is enough interest we will have two teams like last
year. The sports ministry also has there own Facebook page: MUMC SPORTS.

Community

Thank you…

Merla & Harley Shelton wrote to thank all those involved in the meal preparation for Wednesday evening
suppers before Lenten services. The food and fellowship were great. Also thanks to Pastor Randy for his
inspiring messages (sometimes with a bit of good Christian humor.) All this helped make our Lenten season
more meaningful.
Lillian Falk wrote to thank everyone for the prayers, well wishes and cards while Ted was ill.
Gladys Kesler wrote a big thank you to her church family for all the beautiful birthday cards with little
memory notes, telephone calls, cards, flowers and good wishes for my 93rd birthday. God Bless.
Pauline, Joel, Pete Erin Blum and family wrote to thank everyone who has supported them this past year
with Alan’s death and now the passing of Bill. “We felt your prayers, they helped when we needed a ride,
brought in food and the list goes on. Pastor Randy’s visits and prayers comforted us when we needed them. We
thank John and Mary for playing Amazing Grace, it was beautiful. Our grandchildren's remembrances were
touching. Thank you, Randy, for helping us through the day. Thanks to the lunch ladies.”
Letha Whipple’s family wrote to thank everyone for the kindness and compassion shown to us after the
passing of our wife, mother and grandmother. Thanks to everyone who sent cards, memorial donations and
food. A special thanks to The Second Way quartet who lent their talents to provide the beautiful music for the
memorial service. Also a big thanks to Nanci Valentino and the members of the kitchen team for providing a
wonderful lunch. Our heartfelt thank you.

High Tide Recovery is a support group to help overcome addictions and crippling emotional or spiritual
problems. Using both 12-step and Celebrate Recovery
models, Jesus Christ is the way to healing. Tuesday
nights 7:00 – 8:30 at 18&8th, 1802 8th Street, Monroe.
Call Dale (608) 921-9360 or Paul (719) 201-4865 for
more information. Facebook.com/18and8th. Open
meetings
A Breast Cancer Survivor Support Group meets
Wednesday, May 1 at Monroe Clinic from 6:00 –
7:00. Contact Kris to learn more kriswis@tds.net.
The Memory Café meets at Behring Senior Center
on Wednesday, May 8 from 1:30 – 3:00. Those will
memory or mobility limitations should come and
you’re welcome to bring a family member with you.
A Parenting Support Group meets at St John’s
Church Monday, May 13. A different topic each
month to help parents of any age child. Discussion
starts at 5:00, social time begins at 5:30. Led by Green
County Human Services. Call 328-9393 if you need
child care.

Julie Shipe McClain wrote to thank everyone for contributing to the organ valve replacement. A majority of
this was given in memory of Betty Karlin. The technician completed the work April 13. Some minor adjustments will need to be made in the next couple months, but the repairs were a success. May the Berghaus organ
continue to lead congregational singing at MUMC and beautify our worship to God’s Glory.
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The Caregiver Support group sponsored by ADRC
has daytime and evening meetings. The night session
is 6:00 – 7:30 on Thursday, May 9 at the Monroe Public Library. The early session is 10:30 – 12:00 on
Thursday, May 23 in the new Human Services building at Pleasant View. Call 328-9499 to learn more
Grief Support Group with Monroe Clinic Hospice
has a six-week course throughout the year; the next
one starts Wednesday, June 5. Call them for more information (325-1230).
Loaves and Fishes has its free meal on Sunday,
May 26. The meal is at Grace Lutheran Church off the
square from 4:00 – 6:00. Monroe UMC will sponsor
the meal in August. You can also volunteer for nearly
any meal.
ADRC will be offering all FREE rides during the
month of May. Weather you want to go out for lunch,
shopping or a doctors appointment , including
Madison. Please call the ADRC to set up your ride.

Friends in Faith Ministry

Short Takes…

Confirmation every Wednesday at 4:45 till May 15.

How to have a wonderful day:
Begin with Tuesday, April 23.
At 12:30 make your way to church.
Greet your church family and friends, old and new in Fellowship Hall.
Sit with a cup of coffee or lemonade and listen to the joyful music of “The Junction Jammers.”
When you can’t sit still any more, head for the dance floor and kick up your feet.
After a brisk polka and a sweet waltz, check out the cookie table and
take a heaping plate back to your seat.
Relax and enjoy the breeze wafting in from an open door.
Go to another table to visit, then another.
Listen again. Laugh. Hug.
Make plans to do this again before heading home with a smile on your face.
Friends In Faith Ministries will host a presentation by the “Apron Ladies,” on Friday, May
24th. Kris Winkler and Lynn Lokken are longtime friends, members of Green County HCE
(formerly known as Homemakers), Master Gardeners, and 4-H leaders. They have additional
common interests such as reading, cooking, baking, crafting and quilting. Together they own
about 300 aprons they’d love to share with us. Join us in Fellowship Hall at noon for a simple
lunch beforehand. And feel free to bring your own aprons to share after the presentation. Sign
up at the welcome center for this fun and informative afternoon.
The May/June Upper Room devotional is at the welcome center for anyone who would like to
pick one up. It is available in regular or large print and is free of charge.

Youth Group Wednesdays and Sundays from 6:00
to 8:00 p.m.
Volleyball Friday nights in fellowship hall from
7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. will continue till the end of
May. Softball will start on Friday nights in June. For
more information contact Brian Versnik at 608-6365765 or Todd Carter at 608-558-8896.
National Day of Prayer May 2.
Joint Spanish Worship May 5 at 10:45 a.m.
Morning Light Circle May 8, at 9:00 p.m. meet in
the Library.

610 – 15 Avenue
N2901 Youth Cabin Road
W6536 Platinum Drive
1415 – 14 Street
1525 – 30½ Avenue

Mother’s Day May 12.
Faith Stitchers will meet in the library on May 16 at
2:00 p.m. New members are welcome.

May 26
Volunteer Appreciation
Loaves and Fishes

Monroe
Monroe
Monroe
Monroe
Monroe

Noah’s Ark Spring
concert and
graduation May 29
At 6:30 p.m.
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Team K.I.D. June 8 from 9:00 to 12:00 p.m.
Theme Pentecost with a summer picnic.
Confirmation June 9 at 10:45 service.

Annual Conference June 14 to 16 in Green Bay.

Friends in Faith
Ministries with Apron
Ladies luncheon May
24, at 12:00 p.m.

May 01 17th Birthday
May 19 17th Birthday
May 22 14th Birthday
May 22 13th Birthday
May 24 14th Birthday

Red Cross Blood Drive June 3.

Team K.I.D. May 11 from 9:00 to noon in
fellowship hall. Theme Memorial day.

Save a Life Class, may 23 at 6:30 p.m. in fellowship
hall. Still time to sign up; see Debb in the office.

Carson Yaun
Michael Kundert
Sophie Douglas
Adrianna Wilkinson
Kaylie Bruggeman

Looking Ahead to June…

Pentecost June 9, wear something red! It’s the
second confirmation Sunday.

Peace and Friendship at Aster, May 21 at 9:30 a.m.

Celebrate the lives of these incredible young people who have birthdays in May:

The Staff-Parish Relations Committee will do
much work in May to develop a profile of the ideal
“next pastor.”
The committee includes; Eric Katzenberger, Don
Amphlett, Don Hawkinson, Lynn Zimmerman, and
Art Bartsch. Terry Tackett is sitting in because of
her experience as our office manager. Let these people know the qualities and skills you’d like to see in
our next pastor.

Smart Driver’s Class May 8, at Monroe Senior
Center. 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Still time to join
contact Dean Braun at 608-214-0130.

May 19:
Confirmation 10:45
Sunday School Teacher honored, lunch in
fellowship hall from 12:00 to 1:30 p.m.
Attendance awards
New Member’s Class in the library, 12:30 a light
lunch, 1:00 class.

Happy Birthday to Virginia Erickson who will be celebrating her 92nd birthday on May 10.
Send her a card at 616 – 8 Avenue Apt 120, or better yet, pay her a visit at Aster.

New Pastor Profile
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Noah’s Ark fund riser with Papa Murphy’s June 13.
Friends in Faith Ministries picnic June 17 at 5:30
p.m. in fellowship hall.
Peace and Friendship at Aster June 18 at 9:30 a.m.
June 23:
Honor Graduates
Volunteer appreciation
Loaves and Fishes

Welcome Center

Looking for information on something happening
in our church? Check the welcome center located to
the right of the office door. It has so much information: sign-up sheets for any event, camp brochures and envelopes to donate to the camp fund.
You’ll also find our 2017 directory, memorial contribution envelopes, giving cards and fresh flower
order forms. To honor someone with flowers, fill out
the order from. The cost is still $20 and the office
will order an alter arrangement on your behalf.
A basket of music CD’s recorded from our own
congregation is also located directly below the announcements TV. One is filled with Christmas music, the other has other religious music. Included in
the recording are chancel choir, vocal solos, and instrumental solos. CD’s are $10.
Look above the basket for the weekly blue prayer sheet, updated each Friday afternoon. Good News
newsletter, and Care Notes, brochures to help with
struggles are in their own display racks.
Coming soon You will find a white notebook titled
“Volunteer Jobs.” There you’ll find a description of
what each job entails, needed qualifications and time
commitment.

Good News!
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Pastor: Randy Booth - 325-8561 mumcpastorrandy@tds.net
Education Director: Jeff Ritter 325-8572 RevRitter.Umc@yahoo.com
Elder Ministry Director: Jane Gaulrapp - 325-8563 mumcfriends@tds.net
Financial Secretary: Lorie Kline - 325-8564 mumcfinance@tds.net
Choir Director: Julie Shipe McClain juliesm@uwalumni.com
Office Manager: Debb Bennett - monroeumc@tds.net
Treasurer: Anita Best - 325-8564 mumctreasurer@tds.net
Youth Director: Jane Gaulrapp - 325- 8563 mumchsyouth@tds.net
Custodians: Fred &Anne Bauman
Ad Council: Jen Carter
Finance: John Daane
Missions:
Noah’s Ark Preschool:
Open Door Ministry: Kathy Seffrood
Prayer: Randy Booth
SPRC: Eric Katzenberger
Family Promise: Linda Nack
Trustees: Wayne Schwartz/ Triscia Nickel
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Worship Schedule
Sunday 8:00, 9:30 & 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School 9:15 & 10:45
Adoración 2:00

Member News

The next Good News
Deadline May 19

Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.”

Office Hours
8:30 am - 4:00pm

John 14:6

Our church exists so that all people might find the Way, know the Truth, and experience the Life!”
Through discipleship, ministry, fellowship and worship we strive to bring the joy of knowing Christ to our members and commu9

