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October 2019 

Monroe United Methodist Church 
2227 4th Street, Monroe, WI 53566   •  (608) 325-6700 ·  www.monroeumc.com  ·  monroeumc@tds.net 

Church Survey Results  
   A big Thank You to everyone who took the time to fill out the church 
survey!  The amount of returned surveys exceeded our expectations.  The 
Survey Committee has met to calculate the results.  We had a clear top 
three items that the majority of people felt were very important.     
   
   1.Church computer system - our current computer, internet, and 
safety systems are not adequate to fulfill the needs of our church 
staff.  Several committees, including Trustees, the staff, and a separate 
technology group, have already been discussing this issue to try and assess 
what the current and future needs of the church are.  Different computer 
businesses and individuals have been contacted to get their input as well.  At this point, the committees and 
staff will begin further assessment into what the immediate needs are of the church as a whole.  The congrega-
tion will continue to be updated as more specific information is available.   
   2. Changing from three worship services to two - the majority of people felt it was time to make the 
switch to two services.  It was also clear that the majority of people preferred 8:30 and 10:00 times.  This 
change has been discussed and assessed at staff meetings and several committees.  The Ad Council voted at 
the last meeting to support this.  While this will be a big change for all of us, it is a very exciting one as well.  
Pastor Don has a great vision of our church becoming “One Church” and with our current schedule, it is hard 
to see everyone with three different service times.  It is the hope that two services - one continuing to be more 
traditional (8:30) and one being more of a blended praise and worship service (10:00)  will give everyone a 
time to see one another in between services and grow our fellowship and connections together.  Please see Pas-
tor Don’s article for more details.   
   3. Repaving the parking lot, but with a new layout for improved traffic flow and safety - our parking lot 
is in need of repaving.  Some sections that would not be affected by any changes have already been paved, the 
section by the choir room door.  The Trustees have been in contact with Bartelt Paving to begin coming up 
with ideas for our parking lot that would create a better traffic flow, but more importantly, address the safety 
of our lot including crossing the lot into the building.  Our current layout has vehicles and people using the 
same area at the same time, potentially causing a major safety issue.  More information will be shared as this 
project continues to be looked at. 

Pastor’s Page  
Is changing worship the answer? As you know better, if I am honest, I am still “unsettled’ with this 

new direction, because I do not know yet. After thinking over many days and weeks, since I proposed the 
survey for looking another opportunity for our Sunday Worship services, I was stirred by many people and 
especially by the Spirit of God, who assures me that “It is well with my soul!” I was worried about the result 
of the survey and listened to the people who dislike the idea of changing the schedules although I was sure 
about the direction of the Children’s Church or Junior Church, preferably to use it instead of Sunday School. 
Since I was sharing the vision and plan for change with others, I have listened to more positive feedbacks and 
creative ideas to move forward than concerns some might have. It has been becoming more concrete and 
more tangible for me to share with others what the vision for this particular move from my heart.  

                                         (continued page 2) 
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Come join the family fun at a          
 Fall Festival 

Sunday October 6th at 11:30 am                          
Monroe United Methodist Church 

  Bouncy house, scavenger hunt, 
                            and other fun activities.                                                                                                                          
   Chili, donuts, pumpkin bars, coffee, - 

 and hot apple cider.  Relax, eat fall favorites,  
 and have fun  

 
Sign up sheets at the Welcome Center 

(Continued from page 1) 
“Visions inherently raise expectations about the future, help people invest in the future, consolidate 
interests, promulgate and solidify values, energize, galvanize cooperative networks essential to com-
munity and faith-building, and enable people to share their faith and beliefs by building community 
and innovative ideas, facilitate dialogue about the church’s future, cultivate and nurture people, clari-
fy dreams and aspirations, provide a blueprint for the future.” (from The Empowerment Church, Car-
lyle F. Stewart III) 

 
While we are making the transition, I acknowledge that the challenges are immense and the solution 

is often complicated and messy. Heart-held beliefs may have to change. Tension may erupt, challenging rela-
tionships. Transitioning puts heavy demands. Personal preferences may have to be disregarded to change is a 
risk. It may attract younger people, and it may not. Trading the secure for the unknown may mean losing the 
older generation, while it may or may not reach the younger crowd.    

However, let’s remember that we are the Church, one body of Christ, who are called and nurtured by 
the Spirit of God, to fulfill our calling as God’s beloved children. As we confess that we are one, I have seen 
that we are not fully incorporated to the one body since we have three services on Sunday and do not have 
enough time to get to know one another, instead we are rushing out to the places we are accustomed to, such 
as restaurants or homes after worship services. Let’s remember as some suggest that the key to change is to 
change values and beliefs before changing behavior.  

Here are the changes we are making now for embracing a new vision for our future as a congregation 
of the Spirit-filled. I am excited but cautious at the same time to present to you that we want to move this 
direction as you find them below. I would like to encourage the “intentional” fellowship hour between the 
services in the Fellowship Hall. There might be activities and missions projects during the fellowship hour. 
The second worship service will be “blended” with music and liturgy. Monroe UMC is seeking God’s direc-
tion for the future and reorienting ourselves that Sunday is not only for one hour for worship but also a time 
for faith-forming community while we embrace the radical hospitality. Let me know if you experience and 
see any beautiful things happen to you and others through this transition. May God bless you and continue to 
give you peace and inspiration!  

 
God is good all the time!   
(Continued top of page 3) 
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Volunteer Spotlight  
Finance Committee/Money Counters, Trustees, Readers/Liturgists 

 
   This month we honor the dedicated people who volunteer for Finance Committee/Money 
Counters, Trustees and Readers/Liturgists.  Thank you to all who volunteer their time and 
talents to these very important committees and to our worship services. 
 
   To honor and thank these dedicated volunteers for all they do, we will be serving cake 
between services on October 27, 2019. 

Worship Frames: United Methodist Church of Monroe 
(continued from page 2) 

 
8:30 AM Traditional  
 
9:30 AM – 10:00 AM  Fellowship                9:30 AM  Junior Church  
                               Let’s Praise God (The Chapel) 
10:00 AM  Praise and Worship                10:15 AM   
                               Let’s Learn Together (Lessons) 

       10:45 AM 
                               Activities – prayer activity, wrap-up 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let’s Praise God! 

Kids are welcomed and encouraged to praise God through worship songs and 

Let’s Learn the Bible Lesson! 

Each week’s activities reinforce the Bible lesson. Separate activities for 

Let’s Do Together! 

All ages come together for prayer activity, fun activities, and 

a closing wrap-up prayer. 
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Monroe Kids Fund at Work… 
   In July and August, we all donated, scooped and ate ice cream to support our community.  Missions  
Committee wants to thank each one of you for your donations and  to share with you the returned thank you 
notes so we can share in the joy that God has provided for our community. (see notes below.)  
   After the money is raised Missions Committee divides the money and purchases gife cards that go to Mon-
roe School District nurses and counselors at Abe Lincoln, Parkside, Northside, MMS, MHS, MHS Bauer 
Learning Center. This year we distributed $200 cards to each school and $500 to backpack buddies. 
(Backpack buddies provide food for needy families so kids can continue to eat over the weekends.) The cards 
are suggested use for “staff who come into contact with students whose families cannot afford to pay for nec-
essary items (e.g. socks, underwear, winter jackets, replacement clothing in the health office, food, hygiene 
items, etc) – or activities (e.g. field trips, special project supplies, etc) – or special medical needs – or any 
unique need that just isn’t being met.” Missions Committee always lets the schools know that we are here to 
help if more money is needed. “The members of the Monroe United Methodist Church see this as an ongoing 
mission, and are eager to make sure students’ needs are being met.”   
   Many different committees will continue to host events with free will offerings to continue to support the 
Monroe Kids Fund, look for these events in the announcements.  
Here are your much deserved Thank yous! 
 
Thank you so much! Your funds were utilized by so many students last year! We appreciate your generosity! 
~Jenna Trame, Abraham Lincoln Elementary School Principal 
 
Thank you so much MUMC!! This is an incredible gesture every year that you give to so many of our students 
in need. Your generosity is tremendously appreciated! ~Amy Timmerman, Principal Northside Elementary 
 
Thank you so much, MUMC!!! ~Jeriamy Jackson, Associate Principal Monroe High School 
 
Thank you, MUMC!  This is great. ~Todd Paradis, Principal Parkside Elementary 
 
MUMC, this is absolutely wonderful!  Thank you for all that you do to make sure that the needs of the students 
in the School District of Monroe are met when it comes to those extra clothing and hygiene items.  Your re-
ward is the smile that lights up a child's face when they receive these much-needed items. Thank you again!  
~Cindy Rupnow, BOE/District Administrative Executive Assistant 
 
Thank you so much! We really appreciate this! ~ Amanda Graham, School Counselor  Parkside School 
 
Thank you so much MUMC!  Those funds are invaluable to our school district and we appreciate all you do to 
support our students!  ~Alicia Ziolkowski, School Counselor Monroe High School 
 
Thank you so much for doing this.  We still have a need in the alternative learning area of the high school as 
we like to be able to supply breakfast bars, crackers, oatmeal, etc. to kids who need a little snack.  We also 
will continue to provide a Thanksgiving dinner to the kids in November.  Thank you for all you do for our kids 
every year!!!!  ~ Brenda Davis, Monroe High School 
 
Thank you so much for your generosity!  ~Matt Brown, Assistant Principal Monroe Middle School 

Thank You Dinner 
   Anne Bauman will be cooking and hosting a 
meal for the MUMC on Sunday, October 13  
starting at Noon in the fellowship hall. She wishes 
to show appreciation to the members and commit-
tees that let her use the kitchen to cook and the 
building when she hosts events, such as the retired 
teachers.  Everyone is invited to come and enjoy a 
meal of, chili, chicken noodle soup, cheese trays, 
crackers, chips, and bars.  
   Anne did her homework, the Packers play late 
this day! 

Faith Stitchers Annual Bazaar 
   Sunday, October 20 and 27 Faith Stitchers will be 
hosting there annual bazaar in the MUMC narthex. 
Please continue to make items to be sold. These 
items can be dropped off in the church narthex on 
the day of set up Saturday, October 19. If you have 
any questions about donations please contact Lynn 
Zimmerman at 608-214-6464 or 4ever29@tds.net  
   Faith Stitchers are planning a date for Quilts of 
Valor to present quilts to the veterans that were 
missed last year. More information to come, or 
contact Lynn Zimmerman.  
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Member News 

Community Support Groups & Events 
This Month 
   Better Breathers Club Monday, October 7, from 
6:00 to 7:00 p.m. This educational support group  
provides an opportunity for lung disease patients and 
their families to better cope with the condition.  
     High Tide Recovery is a support group to help 
overcome addictions and crippling emotional or  
spiritual problems. Using both 12-step and Celebrate 
Recovery models, Jesus Christ is the way to healing. 
Tuesday nights 7:00 – 8:30 at 18&8th, 1802 8th Street, 
Monroe. Call Dale (608) 921-9360 or Paul (719) 201-
4865 for more information. Facebook.com/18and8th. 
Open meetings 
     A Breast Cancer Survivor Support Group meets 
Wednesday, October 2, at Monroe Clinic from 6:00 – 
7:00 p.m. Contact Kris to learn more kriswis@tds.net. 
    The Memory Café meets at Behring Senior Center 
on Wednesday, October 9 from 1:30 – 3:00. Those 
with memory or mobility limitations are  
encouraged to come and are welcome to bring a  
family member with you.  
  The Caregiver Support group sponsored by ADRC 
has daytime and evening meetings.  The day session 
is 10:30 – 12:00 on Thursday October 25, in the new 
Human Services building at Pleasant View. The night 
session is 6:00 – 7:30 on Thursday, October 11 at the 
Monroe Public Library. Call 328-9499 to learn more. 
     
 

  
Domestic Violence support group Wednesday  
October 2 and 16 from 4:30 to 5:30 pm. Green  
Haven family advocates 1811 11th St, Monroe. Free 
childcare is available, call 608-325-6489 with 24 hour 
notice requested.  
   Loaves and Fishes has its free community meal on 
Sunday, October 27. The meal is at Grace Lutheran 
Church off the square from 4:00 – 6:00. You can also 
volunteer for nearly any meal. October meal is 
sponsored by St. Vincent De Paul.  
Heal Grief and Education Groups will be held once 
a week for six weeks, open to anyone 18 years and 
older. Learn about the grieving process, ideas for  
coping and healing in a safe and supportive setting. 
No cost to attend. September 4 to October 9, from 
6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. St. Camillus Center 2101 6th 
St, Monroe. Call 608-324-1230 to register.  
Caregiving is Rewarding, caregivers workshop to be 
held at MUMC Tuesdays, September 10, 17, 24, and 
October 1, 8, 15 from 12:30 to 2:00 p.m. Contact 
Laura Steiner at Green County Human Services 608-
328-9385 to attend. Adult day care will be provided by 
Hand in Hand Adult Day Care. 
Men’s Resource Center of Green County will host 
their annual spaghetti dinner fundraiser, Thursday Oc-
tober 10 from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the MUMC.  
Scrabble for Literacy Monday, October 21, 2019 at 
Flanagan’s Shenanigans. On line registration at 
www.literacygreencountrywi.org.  

Community 

We mourn the loss of members, David Johnson, 
passed away June 8, 2019, Walter Ringhand, passed 
June 29, 2019, Nate Bechtolt, passed July 7, 2019, 
and Betty Bauman who passed September 10, 2019.  
   Green County Food Pantry writes to thank us for 
our $20.00 donation and reminds us that $1.00=7 
meals provided.  “Our organization is very grateful for 
your gift. With support from congregations like you 
we together are addressing the hunger crisis in Green 
County.”  
   Betty Wichelt Family writes to thank the church 
staff, Rev Kim and the ladies who provided such a 
nice lunch.  Everyone was so understanding and  
helpful.  
  Jonah Tostrud writes to thank the Frautschy  
scholarship committee, “Thank you. It is tremendously 
helpful in financing my education at UW-Madison. In 

the fall I’ll be a sophomore majoring in English and 
Computer Science. I sincerely appreciate your  
generosity.” 
   Midwest Missions Distribution center (flood buck-
ets) writes, “Dear MUMC, your loving support means 
the world to Midwest Missions and the countless  
people who will be touched by your generosity. You 
are a shining light for Christ and a beacon of HOPE! 
   United Methodist Children’s Services of  
Wisconsin writes thank you for your donation of 
$121.66, your gift provides supportive services to 
those working to move out of poverty.  
   Loaves and Fishes writes to thank the MUMC for 
their support of the August meal. MUMC set a record 
for volunteers helping to serve and clean up.  
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Youth News 

Friends in Faith  

Celebrate the lives of these incredible young people who have birthdays in October: 
Lydia Butler  October 3  16th Birthday     2503 17th Avenue  Monroe 
Grace Versnik  October 8  15th Birthday  2628 15th Street     Monroe 
Ryan Carter     October 19 11th Birthday  916   26th Street     Monroe 
 
YG (Youth Group) meets Sundays and Wednesdays 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 
 
October 20 the Faith Stitchers will be selling their handiworks at their annual bazaar.  
This year the youth have been asked to provide baked goods to sell as well.  So dig 
out your favorite bar or cookie recipe and brush up on your baking skills! Bring your 
yummies to church on October 19. 
 
Youth will be providing games for our annual Halloween Party October 24th.  So put 
on your creative caps, and bring your ideas to youth group so we have time to put them to good use.   

Please send cards to honor the lives of these “Saints in our midst” who will celebrate October 
birthdays:  
Ted Abels    93rd Birthday  October 7  Pleasant View, PO Box 768,   Monroe 
Alice Ladwig             October 11 515  22 Ave, Attn Hospice,      Monroe 

 
Thursday, October 17 Friends In Faith Ministries will be welcoming Pat 
Holmstrom at 1:00 p.m. to learn about beekeeping.  Sign up at the Welcome 
Center to for an afternoon of sweet laughter and sweet treats.  

“Wireless communication is nothing new. 
I’ve been praying for 75 years!” 

 

2019 Summer  
Projects… 
 
Prayerfully consider  
donating to this fund. 
Remaining balance as of  
9-15-2019: 
$59,208 
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Short Takes… 
October 2019 
10 Prescriptions for a Healthy Church classes held 
Tuesdays at 10:00 and 6:30 p.m. in the library. Books 
on Welcome Center. 
 
ADRC Caregivers Worshop, Tuesdays, October 1-15,  
12:30 to 2:00 p.m. at the MUMC library. Contact Laura 
Steiner at Green County Human Services 608-328-
9385 to attend. 
 
Health, Holiness & H2O  
Tuesdays & Thursdays at 7:30 a.m. Water aerobics is 
followed by fellowship in the hot tub. For more  
information call Lillian Falk 608-325-1370. New mem-
bers are always welcome.  
 
Prayer Group Wednesdays 5:30 to 6:00 p.m. in the 
chapel. Our goal each week is to pray the entire list of 
names on the blue prayer sheet. 
 
Middle and High School Youth Sunday and  
Wednesday from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.  
 
Hispanic Bible Study Saturdays at 2:00 p.m.  
Everyone is welcome. 
 
Adult Bible Study  Reckless Love by Tom Berlin 
Will move to 10:00 a.m. on October 6.   
 
Sunday October 6 new church worship schedule  
8:30 and 10:00 a.m. Fellowship 9:30 a.m. 
Junior church 9:30 a.m. and  Sunday School 10:15 to 
10:45 a.m. 
 
Fall Festival Sunday October 6 at 11:30, in the 
front yard. MUMC Open Door committee will  
provide Chili, donuts, signup sheet in  
welcome center to bring pumpkin bars or apple pie, 
and apple cider.  
 
Thank You Dinner  hosted by Ann Baumann,  
Sunday October 13 in Fellowship Hall at 12:00 p.m. 
Everyone is invited! 
 
Committee Meetings: 
Monday October 14 
Trustees            6:30 p.m. 
Finance           7:30 p.m. 
 
Monday October  21  
Ad Council          6:30 p.m. 
Everyone is welcome to join us in the chapel, we 
will be voting on yearly church budget.  
 
Peace and Friendship at Aster, Tuesday October 
15 at 9:30 a.m. 

Friends in Faith Ministries Thursday October 17, 
at 1:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Pat Holmstrom will 
have a presentation on beekeeping.  
 
Trustees Fall Clean Up Day, Saturday October 19 
starting at 9:00 a.m. A list of chores to be done will 
be provided.  
 
Faith Stitchers Bazaar set up in Narthex, Saturday 
October 19, please bring your donations this date.  
 
Family Promise week October 20 –27, go to our  
web site and follow link to signup genius.  
 
November Good News deadline, October 20, fold 
date October 24.  
 
Faith Stitchers Fall Bazaar and bake sale Sunday, 
October 20 and 27 in the Narthex.  
 
Pastor Don will Preach at Monroe Health Services/ 
Astor October 22, at 10:00 and 11:00 a.m. if you 
know someone there please join them for this  
service.  
  
Midday Masterworks Wednesday October 23 
12:15 to 12:45 p.m. Check coming announcements 
page for program theme.  
 
Volunteer Appreciation October 27, cake  
between the services. This month we honor: 
Finance Committee, Money Counters, Trustees, 
Readers, Liturgists 
 
Loaves and Fishes free community meal will be 
held on October 27 from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. at Grace 
Lutheran church 1025 15th Ave, Monroe. 
 
 
 Looking Ahead… 
November 2019 
Charge Conference November 5 at Brodhead UMC 
6:30 p.m. everyone is welcome.  
 
Put Up Trees November 24 
 
Red Cross Blood Drive November 25 
 
Thanksgiving November 28 
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Pastor: Rev. Dr. Don Kim  325-8561  mumcpastordonkim@tds.net 
Office Manager: Debb Bennett  325-6700 monroeumc@tds.net 
Elder Ministry Director: Jane Gaulrapp  325-8563 mumcfriends@tds.net 
Youth Director: Jane Gaulrapp - 325- 8563 mumchsyouth@tds.net  
Treasurer: Anita Best 325-8564 mumctreasurer@tds.net 
Financial Secretary: Lorie Kline 325-8564 mumcfinance@tds.net 
Noah’s Ark Preschool: Ruby Clark 
Custodians: Fred &Anne Bauman 
Ad Council: Jen Carter 
Finance: John Daane 
Open Door Ministry: Kathy Seffrood 
SPRC: Eric Katzenberger 
Family Promise: Linda Nack 
Trustees: Wayne Schwartz/ Triscia Nickel 
Choir Director:  
Missions: 
Prayer:  
 
  

Good News! 
2227 4th Street, Monroe, WI 53566 
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www.monroeumc.com 
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             Return service requested 

Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life.”    John 14:6 

  

Our church exists so that all people might find the Way, know the Truth, and experience the Life!” 
 

Through discipleship, ministry,  fellowship and worship  we strive to bring the joy of knowing Christ to our members and community. 

The next Good News 
Deadline October 20 
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Office Hours  
8:30 am - 4:00pm  

Worship Schedule 
  

 Sunday 8:00, 9:30 & 10:45 a.m. 
  

Sunday School  9:15 & 10:45 
 

Adoración 2:00 


